The Cultural Revolution 

A Captivating Guide to a Decade-Long 
Upheaval in China Unleashed by Mao 
Zedong to Preserve Chinese Communism 


i 



2 


CAPTIVATING HISTORY 


© Copyright 2020 

All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form 
without permission in writing from the author. Reviewers may quote brief pas¬ 
sages in reviews. 

Disclaimer: No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, mechanical or electronic, including photocopying or 
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, or transmitted by 
email without permission in writing from the publisher. 

While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided in this 
publication, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for 
errors, omissions or contrary interpretations of the subject matter herein. 

This book is for entertainment purposes only. The views expressed are those 
of the author alone, and should not be taken as expert instruction or commands. 
The reader is responsible for his or her own actions. 

Adherence to all applicable laws and regulations, including international, 
federal, state and local laws governing professional licensing, business practices, 
advertising and all other aspects of doing business in the US, Canada, UK or any 
other jurisdiction is the sole responsibility of the purchaser or reader. 

Neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility or liability 
whatsoever on the behalf of the purchaser or reader of these materials. Any per¬ 
ceived slight of any individual or organization is purely unintentional. 



Introduction 


The Cultural Revolution, formally known as the “Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution,” was begun by Mao Zedong, the chairman of the 
Communist Party of China, as a means of quashing capitalism in Chi¬ 
na. He wanted to ensure that the desire for a communist government 
would remain strong in the country long after his death. Like other pre¬ 
vious leaders who attempted to continue to rule after their death, his 
attempt did not work out quite the way he had planned. 

Over the course of a decade, from the summer of 1966 to 1976, 
Mao Zedong implemented a number of changes that have led him to 
be known as one of the most brutal tyrants of the modern age. It is esti¬ 
mated that between 500,000 to two million Chinese people, although 
numbers can go as high as twenty million, died as a direct result of Ze¬ 
dong’s Cultural Revolution. It also resulted in millions of people being 
imprisoned, displaced, and tortured in an attempt to cement Mao Ze¬ 
dong’s reputation as the leader of the communist world. 

By 1966, the enthusiasm for the new form of government that had 
helped Mao Zedong rise to power had begun to wane. People had be¬ 
come disillusioned, as the economy was in bad shape and the promises 
that had been made had not come to fruition. Much like communism 
in Russia under Joseph Stalin, only a few people at the top had actually 
benefited from the changes. 

Mao Zedong had hoped to recapture the enthusiasm that had been 
lost and to consolidate his own power as the head of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC). Accusing an unseen group of capitalists as being 
the problem within the nation, he began to persecute anyone who he 
believed held capitalist ideals or anyone who stood against him. This 
included people within his own party who were attempting to help 
the economy recover. The declaration for the Cultural Revolution was 
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made on May 16 C , 1966, and it formally began in August of the same 
year. 

What was really unique about Mao Zedong’s method of suppres¬ 
sion was that he used the youth of the country to remove his oppo¬ 
sition, similar to the way the members of the National-Socialist Ger¬ 
man Workers’ Party, better known as the Nazi Party, had risen in power 
in Germany several decades earlier. Through the formation of a group 
called the Red Guards, Mao Zedong attracted the young to his cause, 
particularly those who lived in cities. Not only were the young people 
meant to find anyone who showed signs of being “bourgeois,” but they 
were also tasked with finding anyone who did not show adequate sup¬ 
port for Mao’s Cultural Revolution. With little oversight and little ev¬ 
idence required to condemn the people they brought forward, this led 
to the torture, persecution, and execution of millions who had done 
nothing wrong. Essentially, the Red Guards caused anarchy around the 
country, particularly in the cities where many of them operated. 

When the Red Guards were finally brought under control, the ter¬ 
ror did not stop as officials now continued the reign of fear. As panic 
gripped the people and Mao Zedong became ever more fearful of los¬ 
ing power, other top Chinese officials rose and fell from power. 

The Cultural Revolution probably would have continued beyond a 
decade if not for the death of Mao Zedong in September of 1976. As 
he had been the primary leader behind the revolution, once he was re¬ 
moved, the enthusiasm and will to continue the program ceased. Iron¬ 
ically, one of the reasons he had begun the Cultural Revolution was to 
cement his place in Chinese history and to extend his power beyond 
the grave. Instead of maintaining his position as he had hoped for, Ze¬ 
dong suffered a similar fate as his Russian counterpart, Joseph Stalin. 
Following Stalin’s death, Nikita Khrushchev became the chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union. Khrushchev began con¬ 
demning Stalin and pushed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
better known as the USSR or simply the Soviet Union, in a different 
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direction. Mao Zedong had hoped to create enough support and fer¬ 
vor that his people would not allow for such a turn against him. He 
and the other members of the Gang of Four, who had allowed for and 
encouraged the atrocities of the Cultural Revolution, ceased to control 
the government. Following Mao Zedong’s death, the Cultural Revolu¬ 
tion almost entirely ceased. In August of 1977, the Cultural Revolution 

was officially ended during the 1 l c National Congress. 

The Cultural Revolution not only caused the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands to possibly millions of people, but it had also completely dis¬ 
rupted the economy. The economy had been in trouble when the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution began, and following a decade of terror and financial 
neglect caused by the megalomania of a few officials at the top, Chi¬ 
na had a long way to go to recover. Millions of people had been dis¬ 
placed from their homes, making recovery particularly difficult. Once 
the threat was ended, the Chinese leaders who had originally followed 
Mao Zedong began to embrace capitalism over communism. 

This book is largely set up in chronological order, but it does go 
back and forth depending on the subject. There were many events lead¬ 
ing up to the Cultural Revolution, and it resulted in a lot of changes 
after it ended. The many people who played key roles rose and fell 
around Mao as he grew more paranoid. So, to better track the rise and 
fall of the many people and events that threaded through this time pe¬ 
riod, this book addresses each in their own chapters. For a timeline 
that can help understand when different events and relationships began 
and ended, check out “A Chronology of the PRC under Mao Zedong 

(1949-1976).” [1] 



Chapter 1 -Mao Zedongs Early Life, 
Rise to Power, and the Government 
Upheaval That Changed China during 

the First Half of the 20^ Century 

Mao Zedong is often named with some of the most notorious tyrants 
in modern history, including Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Pol Pot. 
Like those despotic leaders, one of the most infamous Chinese leaders 
came from humble beginnings as well. In addition, Mao Zedong’s rise 
to power followed a similar trajectory as theirs. As the people in China 
began to look at communism as a better system of government that 
would forward equality over the existing government, Mao joined the 
Revolution of 1911. 

Just as Hitler, Stalin, and Pol Pot warped the trajectory of the rev¬ 
olutions in their own country to their benefit, Mao Zedong used the 
unrest to claim power for himself. And once he obtained that power, 
he refused to let it go. During the last decade of his life, Mao Zedong 
attempted to build his legacy, cementing it in a way that would perma¬ 
nently change China, but it would not end in the way that he had in¬ 
tended. 
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Early Life 

Born on December 26 c , 1893, Mao Zedong was raised in the small 
southeastern Chinese province of Hunan. He was the fourth child 
and the youngest son. Although his parents were considered peasants, 
his father owned several acres, usually estimated at about four acres. 
This was more than the majority of the other peasants in the area 
owned, making his family more distinguished than many of the peas¬ 
ants around them. Most of Mao’s early years were spent helping around 
his parents' farm once he was old enough to take on easy tasks. 

Despite their higher status based on their large property, they were 
not immune to the problems that arose in agrarian regions. In 1910, a 
famine plagued Hunan. During this time, Mao Zedong and his family 
would have felt the same poverty and pains as the other peasants 
around them. 

When he was old enough to go to school, his father’s position made 
it possible for the young boy to start getting an education. Over time, 
Mao Zedong because more interested in education than in helping his 
family, and this eventually led to a rift between him and his father. His 
education was only meant to help him better manage the accounts on 
the farm, not to instill ideas of politics. When Mao was thirteen years 
old, he was removed from primary school to work full-time on the 
farm. He was also forced to participate in an arranged marriage, one 
that he never consummated and never acknowledged. Since he never 
recognized her as his wife, Mao never lived with Luo Yixiu, and she 
died two years after their marriage. 

In an act of rebellion against the familial expectations of him, Mao 
left home and moved to Changsha, the capital of the province of Hu¬ 
nan, around 1910. 
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Map of Hunan 

{Source: https://d-maps.com/rn/asia/china/hunan/hunan25.gif) 



The Revolution of 1911 and Political 
Activism 


The social unrest in China had begun some time before the 20 c ^ cen¬ 
tury began, with many of the people in power and intellectuals pushing 
for the country to strike out and create an empire as so many other na¬ 
tions had done. Others looked at the changes in the world and wanted 
to see China begin to become more modern so that it could keep up 
with technology and power structures. Ultimately, the intellectuals and 
people who wanted an empire would lose to those who wanted to im¬ 
prove China. 



Map of China near the Turn of the Century 
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( Source: https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/File :1899 _ Unit- 

ed_States_ Go vernment_ Commercial_map_of_ China,_sho w- 
ing_ treaty_ports,_ports_ of_foreign_ control, _ railways,_ telegraphs,_ wa - 
terways.jpg) 

By 1910, the pressure for change passed a breaking point, as the 
Western world constantly pushed up against the East. Centuries of 
Western imperialism had changed the world, and by this point, it was 
affecting even the more powerful nations like China and Japan. With 
so much Western influence near their borders, the Chinese people in 
power wanted to strengthen their own country's position in the world. 

However, the Qing Dynasty, which had been in control of China 
since 1636, had already proved that it was not interested in changing 
things as drastically as the people were demanding. This led to the for¬ 
mation of an anti-Qing activist group that was headed by Sun Yat-sen, 
who, among others, began the Revolution of 1911, also known as the 
Xinhai Revolution, the latter named because of the year it took place 
in (1911 was known as the year of the Xinhai in the Chinese calendar, 
which means “metal pig ”). The pressure came to a head during 1911 
when a military revolt erupted in the province of Wuhan, known as the 
Wuchang uprising. Discontent with the dynastic rule, coupled with the 
recent famine, caused many people to join the Xinhai Revolution. The 
rapid spread of revolution led to the Qing emperor’s formal abdication 
about a year later in 1912 and to the establishment of the Republic of 
China. 

Whether Mao fought or not in this anti-dynastic revolution is de¬ 
bated, with some sources saying that he participated in a single battle 
and others saying he merely supported the anti-Qing perspective. It is 
possible that he did participate in the skirmishes, but considering the 
cult of personality that would rise around him later, it is equally likely 
that he did not participate and that it was later claimed that he had a 
more active role in creating a new order that ended the “oppressive” dy¬ 
nasty rule. Mao did serve as a soldier during this time, which furthered 
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his childhood admiration for the military and for the people in charge 
of the army. 

As the nation began to be reshaped, Mao became a librarian and 
then a school principal. During this time, he was a prolific reader, fo¬ 
cusing on books about power, government, and history. His reading in¬ 
cluded many works on Chinese literature and history, as well as The 
Communist Manifesto, which was originally Karl Marx’s Manifesto of 
the Communist Party. Mao did read other works on government, but 
this book may have had the most effect on him since there was a living 
example of it unfolding in Russia around that time. He was also said to 
have been enamored with other notable Western military leaders, like 
George Washington of the United States and Napoleon Bonaparte of 
France. 

In 1919, Mao went to Beijing as demonstrations of the May Fourth 
Movement were beginning. After World War I, the Republic of China 
had thought that the defeat of the Germans and their allies would re¬ 
sult in the restoration of the Shandong Province, which had been tak¬ 
en from China in 1898 and had been a German territory. Instead, the 
Allies acknowledged this territory as being a part of Japan. During 
the May Fourth Movement, students protested the Treaty of Versailles, 
which ended World War I and ignored the Chinese claim to the ter¬ 
ritory. This grew into greater discontent, as the changes that had been 
expected to follow the end of the Revolution of 1911 had not been 
realized. The people began to believe that all the revolution had ac¬ 
complished was a regime change, not the real change that was needed 
to help the people. During this time, Mao began to write articles that 
he published in local journals, calling for cultural reforms and talking 
about how there was a growth of a new culture within the country. 



Involvement in the Chinese Communist 

Party 

By 1920, Mao had returned to his home province, Hunan, where he 
began to be more active in forwarding the ideas of communism. Some¬ 
time in 1920, he married Yang Kaihui. In 1921, Chinses radicals began 
to form a vision for the country based on the tenants of Marxism and 
Leninism instead of the ideals of capitalism and liberalism that the na¬ 
tions that made up the Allies believed in. Their solution ended up be¬ 
ing the founding of the Chinese Communist Party (CPC). Part of the 
change they enacted was in a shift in language, using less formal and 
more colloquial speech to make the ideas more accessible to the people. 

With this new cultural and ideological shift, the youth of China 
began to take a more prominent role in shaping the future of the na¬ 
tion. This would no doubt help form Mao’s own ideas of the best way to 
enact change later on. At the time, he was still relatively young, but he 
was nearly thirty years old, and when compared to the college students 
and young adults who were joining the CPC, he was on the older side. 

Mao joined the first CPC Congress in 1921. Taking the ideas from 
the meeting, he began to organize and implement the party within Hu¬ 
nan, where he lived during this time. Using his skills from his time 
teaching and writing during the revolution a decade earlier, Mao wrote 
essays for Changsha’s newspapers. Working off the ideas from the May 
Fourth Movement, he injected Marxist ideology and communist be¬ 
liefs into the existing ideologies that had already been espoused. 

Mao was mainly focused on helping the workers, which resulted in 
the formation of at least twenty unions that he controlled. Unions were 
formed for many of the primary industries, including the railways, min¬ 
ing, and textiles. Mao also sought to educate peasants who did not have 
the opportunity to learn, and he provided classes in mathematics and 
reading. While these classes served the functional purpose of educating 
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people, it also came with an ulterior motive—it gave Mao a way of be¬ 
ginning to promote communist ideas and indoctrinate a large group of 
people. It helped to bring more people into the CPC, quickly raising 
the number of CPC members within Hunan and increase Mao’s own 
importance within the CPC. 

Mao Zedong was able to reap these benefits as he was voted to be a 
member of the Central Committee of the CPC in 1923. He also joined 
the Kuomintang (KMT, also known as the Chinese Nationalist Party) 
that year. The KMT tasked members of the CPC with trying to bring 
the Republic of China a nationalist government, which Mao had been 
doing since he had joined the CPC. To better perform his duties, he 
moved to Shanghai, where he was further elevated the next year to run 
the nationalist propaganda bureau. For the next few years, Mao worked 
to bring the two parties closer together since they both had similar in¬ 
terests and visions for the nation. 

At the beginning of 1924, he lived with his wife, Yang Kaihui, and 
their two sons in Shanghai, the capital of China. This arrangement 
made it easier for him to participate as one of the leaders of the Na¬ 
tionalists’ Executive Bureau. By the end of the year, though, he needed 
a break. Returning to his home province, Mao noticed the amount of 
unrest among the peasants of Shaoshan, a city in Hunan. Following 
the shooting of more than two dozen Chinese peasants in Shanghai, 
the peasants were beginning to revolt, which further inspired Mao’s 
thoughts on their potential to engage in revolution. Though he had 
come from a peasant family himself, Mao had largely turned his back 
on his family during his late teen years. After more than a decade away 
from his family, he had adopted the thoughts and views of intellectuals, 
considering himself to be one of those intellectuals instead of a peasant. 
Mao had adopted a similar perception of them that Marx held; main¬ 
ly, he had contempt for their lack of education, considering them to be 
backward. This is perhaps exacerbated by his roots being in the peasant 
class, as he would seek to distance himself from them and only use them 
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to expand his own power. As he would demonstrate during the Cultur¬ 
al Revolution, Mao preferred to keep the peasants oppressed when he 
did think of them at all. 

Seeing their unrest and growing action against the wrongs done 
against them, Mao saw the potential to harness their unrest and expand 
his own power within the country. Their protests became a means of 
networking and organizing the people under his cause. 

When the leader of the KMT, Sun Yat-sen, died in 1925, the new 
leader began to split the KMT from the CPC. Instead of supporting 
each other, the new leader of the KMT, Chiang Kai-shek, felt threat¬ 
ened by the CPC. As a result, Chiang ordered a massacre in the capital 
city of Shanghai, resulting in the death of many communists and mem¬ 
bers of the CPC. 

Mao had seen his role in the coalition significantly reduced in 
1925, but now he had a reason to fear for his life. During the fall of 
1927, the Chinese Civil War began. The CPC ordered Mao to begin 
a peasant uprising that would harm the KMT that controlled the re¬ 
gion. The peasants did not stand a chance. Upon their failure, Mao 
went into hiding in the Jiangxi province, which bordered on the east¬ 
ern side of Hunan. With little way to contact other CPC members and 
having to hide in the mountains, Mao made use of the time he was giv¬ 
en to train the peasants in warfare. After training them in guerrilla tac¬ 
tics for about a year, he and his military were far more capable of posing 
a threat when they finally emerged from hiding in 1929. Meeting with 
other CPC leaders, Mao and his group established a basis for their par¬ 
ty in Jiangxi. 



Prelude to WWII: Power Struggle 
between the CPC and KMT, and 
Japanese Intervention 

During 1931, the KMT started a campaign that was designed to com¬ 
pletely eradicate all the communists from the country. As the two par¬ 
ties began to have more serious conflicts, the Japanese military saw an 
opportunity to take more lands that were claimed by the Chinese. By 
planting a bomb on a Manchurian railway, the Japanese military creat¬ 
ed a scenario in which it looked like the Chinese Civil War was affect¬ 
ing other nations. Following the bombing, Japan claimed the area after 
a successful invasion. 

Tired from four years of attacks by the KMT and realizing their 
own vulnerability to other outside threats, the CPC decided to relocate 
to a more secure area in 1934. It was reported that roughly 80,000 loyal 
CPC members left Jiangxi to look for a new base. After three months of 
seeking a new home, Mao Zedong took control over the Red Army, the 
forces of the CPC. As Japan expanded into Chinese territories on the 
eastern side of the country and as the KMT tried to wipe out the CPC 
farther inland and toward the middle of the country, the men had to 
march far to the west and then north to escape persecution from both 
sides. By the time they finally reached the safer areas of China, they had 
crossed more than 6,000 miles, which included traversing over moun¬ 
tains. This became known as the Long March. It is uncertain how many 
men actually set out at the beginning and how many survived, as they 
did not keep detailed records of the personnel involved. There is a wide 
gap in how many people historians believe died on the march, with 
some estimating it at 10,000, while others say it was closer to 70,000. 
What is known for sure is that the CPC finally had a chance to consid¬ 
er their next move after finally reaching the north-central province of 
Shaanxi in 1935. 
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Route of the Long March from Jiangxi to Shaanxi 

( Source: https://wwwgoogle.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&es- 

rc —s &so u rce=images &cd —&ved= 2ah UKEwiTs77Q^_ejlAhXSIjQIHX- 
o UB-sQjRx6BAg- 

BEAQ&url=https%o3A%o2F%o2Fen.wikipedia.org%o2Fwi- 
ki %2FFong_March &psig=A OvVawl 8dlhFlcFlAa5R66TABcNZ- 
Zl&ust=l573796135567307) 

The majority of the people in China had lost interest in which par¬ 
ty was in control since they considered the Japanese to be of much 
greater concern. The sentiment against internal strife had been growing 
since the Japanese had invaded in 1931. By 1936, even the CPC and 
KMT finally decided that their greatest enemy was not the other party 
but the invading outsiders who continued to chip away at Chinese 
territories. Though this sentiment was growing within both parties, 
the leaders did not seem quite as understanding. It took one of the 
KMT officers abducting the KMT leader, Chiang Kai-shek, to finally 
force the leaders of the parties to work together to remove the growing 
Japanese threat. Known as the Xi’an Incident, it was only resolved 
when the KMT and CPC finally formed a tense alliance, which was 
called the Second United Front. 
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The timing could not have been better for the Chinese people, as 
Japan finally let their real intentions be known in 1937. After launching 
a full invasion, the Second Sino-Japanese War finally began. The Japan¬ 
ese invaders were brutal, and their successful attacks on the northern 
portions of the country became infamous. Having captured the KMT’s 
capital of Nanjing, the Japanese committed numerous crimes against 
humanity, resulting in what came to be known as the Rape of Nanjing, 
also written as the Rape of Nanking. The invaders faced greater resis¬ 
tance when they tried to push into Shaanxi, though, and the CPC re¬ 
sistance stopped them from progressing farther west. 

Around 1943, a new position was created within the CPC, chair¬ 
man of the Communist Central Committee. Mao was given the new 
title, as well as being made the chairman of the Politburo, the executive 
committee that determined the direction the government and country 
would take. This made him the sole leader of the Communist Party of 
China as they fought to remove the Japanese from China. 

When the US decimated the Japanese cities of Hiroshima (August 

6 th , 1945) and Nagasaki (August 9 C , 1945), signaling the end of 
World War II, the Japanese withdrew from the Republic of China. 
Without a reason to band together, both the KMT and CPC resumed 
their war to control China within a year after the Japanese left. 



Post-WWII China: Return to Civil War 


In 1947, the KMT finally managed to do what the Japanese hadn’t: 
they captured Mao’s base in Yan’an, which was established after the end 
of the Long March. By this time, though, the CPC had already creat¬ 
ed a new base for their operations in Manchuria. They had selected this 
region because Russia had a presence nearby, and the CPC and Russia 
had allied together because of their desire to further a theoretical com¬ 
munist government in their respective countries. 

Feeling more confident with their new allies nearby, the CPC be¬ 
came more aggressive against their old nemesis, the KMT. This confi¬ 
dence proved to be well-founded as the CPC finally defeated the KMT 
in 1949. The remnants of the KMT fled to Taiwan by the end of the 
year, leaving continental China in the hands of the CPC. 



Mainland China and Taiwan 


( Source: https://wwwgoogle.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&es- 

rc-s&source-im- 

ages&cd = &cad=rja &uact=8&ved-2ah UKEwjI8 6y9hen- 
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lAh UwGDQIHdaFA-sQjRx6BAg- 

BEAQ&url=https%o3A%o2F%o2Fwww.mapsofworld.com%o2Fchi- 
na %2F&psig-A OvVaw3efJ2qtdWb UoLldB- 
bredzM&ust=1573798200767503) 

Seeing a way of rebranding a name that was associated with divi¬ 
sion, Mao declared the new government to be the People’s Republic of 

China on October 1 st , 1949. A few months later, from Taiwan, Chiang 
Kai-shek, who had been the chairman of the Republic of China and 
the leader of the KMT, declared themselves to be the legitimate govern¬ 
ment, and they proclaimed Taipei to be the capital of the Republic of 
China. In 1950, Chiang became the president of the Republic of Chi¬ 
na, a position that he held until 1975. The division between these two 
parties still exists today, with mainland China claiming the large island 
of Taiwan as a Chinese territory, even though the Republic of China is 
still based in Taiwan. 

Many nations consider there to be one sovereign state under the 
name of China since both states use “China” in their names; this is 
known as the One-China Policy. This is not the same as the One-China 
Principle, which is the People’s Republic of China’s view on the mat¬ 
ter, as the One-China Principle states that they are both a single entity. 
There are times when the Republic of China actually concurs with this 
principle; however, they differ in opinion on who is in control since 
both the government of mainland China and the government of Tai¬ 
wan claim to be the legitimate government. It is a similar situation to 
the divisions in North and South Korea or the more modern example 
of the Syrian government and its opposition at the beginning of the 

21 st century. 



Chapter 2 - The Suspicion Behind the 
United Face 


Mao Zedong and the CPC had formed a close relationship with the 
Soviet Union by the end of the 1940s. It was in Joseph Stalins best in¬ 
terest to have a large ally to the eastern border of the USSR, although 
there were also indications that he was less than pleased with the idea of 
Mao and the CPC being the leaders of the new Chinese government. 
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The Soviet Role in Mao’s Victory 

Prior to the successful defeat of the KMT, Mao and the CPC had been 
in dire straits because of the erosion of their resources. The early suc¬ 
cesses of the KMT made it seem less likely that the CPC would be any 
more successful this time around than they had been prior to the Sec¬ 
ond Sino-Japanese War. Ultimately, it was the CPC’s alliance with Rus¬ 
sia that resulted in the CPC taking control of the mainland. 

Mao and Stalin actually had direct communications with each oth¬ 
er, with Stalin actively pressuring Mao to act against both the KMT 
and the growing influence of the Western countries in the region. In an 
effort to spur Mao into action, Stalin warned Mao that the West would 
work together to undermine the CPC. He pointed to the close proxim¬ 
ity of the British, claiming that Great Britain had the ability to “activate 
the Muslims,” who lived in the Xinjiang region. Stalin further warned 
that the West would destabilize Mao’s position in 1949, and he pres¬ 
sured Mao and the CPC to act. 

Although he was planning to invade Xinjiang in 1950, Mao knew 
that he did not have the necessary resources or ability to travel with his 
men. In September 1949, he sent a communication to Stalin, letting 
the Soviet leader know that the CPC was not equipped to attack the 
province and requested assistance. Mao had managed to persuade Stal¬ 
in to send aid by saying that without it, he would be unable to strike 
before the spring of 1950. The worst-case scenario he presented to the 
USSR leader was having to wait until 1951 to attack those opposing 
the Communist Party. Stalin readily agreed and sent airplanes to help 
move the troops, as the railways and other means of transportation 
available to the Chinese would have hindered the CPC from acting 
as soon as possible. Mao also requested other resources, such as food 
and fuel, which Stalin provided to ensure that Mao and the Commu¬ 
nist Party would be able to succeed. With the extra supplies, the Com¬ 
munist Party was able to strike ahead of the timeline that Mao had 

21 



22 


CAPTIVATING HISTORY 


planned. Instead of invading in 1950, the party was able to strike in Oc¬ 
tober 1949. Since no one had expected the Communist Party to recov¬ 
er so quickly, the Nationalist Party was not prepared for the quick at¬ 
tack made possible by Stalin’s assistance. 

Without this alliance, the CPC would not have gained the upper 
hand so quickly or perhaps at all. It is difficult to say what would have 
happened without Stalin’s interference on the side of the CPC. Both 
parties of China were depleted, and the country was already facing se¬ 
rious financial and resource problems soon after the end of the Second 
Sino-Japanese War. 

In return for his aid, Stalin received updates directly from Mao 
so that he knew of the CPC’s successes soon after they occurred. It is 
not entirely known what benefits Stalin sought from this support be¬ 
yond expanding communism and having the leader of the new regime 
of China owing favors to the Soviet Union. 



How the Two Communist Countries 
Looked from the Outside and the 
Problems That They Hid 

To many people in the West, the relationship between Stalin and Mao 
seemed to be strong. They had a common border that stretched more 
than 2,000 miles, which gave them the appearance of being closely 
tied together both in location and in ideology. It appeared that these 
two countries were positioned to change the dynamic of Asia, posing a 
threat as far west as India and Iran. 

This appeared to be confirmed when the Korean War began in 
1950. The CPC had only recently taken control of China at the end of 
1949, and they were already working with the Soviets to help another 
rising communist government in Korea. Kim Il-sung was the leader of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, which he had established 
in 1948, and he had previously supported the Soviets, who had occu¬ 
pied regions around them during the Second Sino-Japanese War. Japan 
had gained control over the peninsula after the First Sino-Japanese War 
ended in 1895 and had made Korea ajapanese colony. When the Japan¬ 
ese were defeated in World War II in 1945, the Soviets moved into the 
region and began occupying the northern portion of the peninsula, an 
area that had been part of the Russian tsar’s lands. Following the end 
of World War II, the US had decided to arbitrarily divide the nation 

of Korea along the 38 r '’ parallel, without having discussed any of the 
potential problems, repercussions, or risks with anyone knowledgeable 
about the country. The top portion would be communist under the su¬ 
pervision of the Soviet Union, while the lower portion would be under 
US leadership. 

The US was not completely prepared to deal with the newly estab¬ 
lished country of South Korea. Many of the South Koreans despised 
the US presence, as they had just been freed from 35 years of Japanese 
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rule and now had another foreign country intervening in their affairs. 
And to be fair, they had a right to be upset. The US had supported the 
Japanese government in Korea, allowed the former Japanese governors 
to stay on as advisors after World War II, and supported the United Na¬ 
tions elections that ultimately split the country in two, something that 
many Koreans resented. They were also unfamiliar with the language 
and the political climate of the country, leading them to make decisions 
that further destabilized the country. 

The agreement had been that the USSR and the US would help to 
reunite the country in 1948, an agreement that neither side was will¬ 
ing to honor when the time came. So, in 1950, the leader of North Ko¬ 
rea, Kim Il-sung, sought to reunify the peninsula under his communist 
rule. Having left South Korea in the hands of Syngman Rhee, the pres¬ 
ident of the First Republic of Korea, in 1949, the US again took an in¬ 
terest in the country, as they feared the spread of communism. When 
Kim Il-sung invaded South Korea, the United Nations sent in troops 
to stop the incursion, with the US sending a large force to keep the 
Korean leader from succeeding. China and the USSR both sent their 
own troops to help support North Korea. Mao feared capitalism would 
take root on the mainland, while Stalin largely provided money and 
technical assistance. Wary of getting involved in the war, Mao sent a 
small contingent of men, with 282 reported causalities, to help unite 
the peninsula. When the UN began sending forces in support of South 
Korea, Mao seemed to back off from helping North Korea, though he 
was vocal about his opposition to any peace settlement in the region. 
Stalin died in 1953, and the war ended almost five months later, result¬ 
ing in the two very different Koreas that still exist more almost seventy 
years later. 



Mao’s Wariness and Separation from 
Stalin’s Memory 

Despite the aid that Stalin had provided the CPC, he and Mao had a 
contentious relationship. Perhaps one of the best sources for their dif¬ 
ference of opinions was stated by Mao himself during 1962: 

In 1945, Stalin wanted to prevent China from making revo¬ 
lution, saying that we should not have a civil war and should 
cooperate with Chiang Kai-shek, otherwise the Chinese na¬ 
tion would perish. But we did not do what he said. The rev¬ 
olution was victorious. After the victory of the revolution he 
next suspected China of being a Yugoslavia, and that I would 
become a second Tito. 

- Mao Zedong 

It is possible, even probable, that Stalin was initially resistant to 
providing aid for the Chinse Civil War. Backing either side could po¬ 
tentially backfire, as it later would, though Stalin would not live long 
enough to see that he had been right to be wary of Mao. In 1945, World 
War II had left few nations unaffected. Stalin knew that the Western 
world was already against him and that it would be a greater benefit for 
him to have a party that was sympathetic to communism as one of the 
leading parties of the country of China than if the GMD had complete¬ 
ly wiped out the CPC. 

However, when it became clear that Mao would not heed Stalin’s 
advice to work with Chiang Kai-shek, it was probably obvious to the 
Soviet leader which side was of greater benefit as an ally. This was why 
Stalin decided to back the Communist Party, even though he had reser¬ 
vations about Mao and the party. By the time Mao made the above 
statement, though, Stalin was dead. Without his ally there to contra- 
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diet him, Mao was able to make it sound like he and the CPC were able 
to successfully win against the KMT while the whole world was against 
them. He minimized the role that the Soviets played, even though the 
war would certainly have lasted longer without Soviet intervention—it 
is even possible that Mao and his party would have failed to remove the 
opposition completely. After all, it was the element of surprise that had 
led to the quick victory, and that was only possible because Stalin sent 
planes and supplies to move soldiers quickly. Ironically, this statement 
proved that Mao was exactly what he was declaring himself to be, some¬ 
thing that Stalin feared. 

It is perhaps best that Stalin did not live to see his fears realized 
about China. The fledgling relationship with Mao and the CPC was 
never a stable one, with mistrust present on both sides. The foundation 
was shaky at best, and Stalin’s paranoia likely would have caused more 
issues over time. However, in March of 1953, Stalin died, and his work 
to build a stable relationship with the new Chinese government would 
quickly fall apart. As Soviet leadership passed on to others, they would 
begin to implement their own agendas. Even though the trust between 
Stalin and Mao was always fragile, there was a respect between the two 
leaders. Stalin had chosen to support Mao, and Mao respected Stalin’s 
ability to push a nation in a direction that the Chinese leader felt was 
close to Lenin’s ideas. This would not be the case with the Soviet lead¬ 
ers who followed, and this could have been part of the reason for Mao’s 
minimalization of the Soviet Union’s role. It may have been a way of en¬ 
suring that the new Soviet leadership did not try to use their assistance 
as leverage against China. 

As can be seen, while the relationship between the People’s Repub¬ 
lic of China and the Soviet Union appeared to the outside world to be 
unified, the cracks were always there. It was just that the tyrants were 
far more adept at hiding these problems to present that united front 
because they really had to rely on themselves since democracy and cap¬ 
italism were being spread over much of the rest of the world. 



Chapter 3 - The Five-Year Plan, the 
Great Leap Forward, and the Events 
Leading to the Cultural Revolution 

After the victory of the CPC in 1949 to take control over China, the 
nation was in a very difficult situation, both economically and cultural¬ 
ly. The Second Sino-Japanese War had merely been a break in the Chi¬ 
nese Civil War, meaning the nation had continuously been at war for 
nearly a quarter of a century. And war can tend to bring out the worst 
of humanity. Even when the Japanese invaded China and the CPC and 
KMT agreed to quit fighting with each other, they did little to actual¬ 
ly work together as a unit to dispel the Japanese. Both sides were also 
as cruel as the invaders to the people of China, disregarding the lives of 
the peasants as each one tried to root out their opposition. 

The rise of Mao could have been a real change for the people of 
China. For the first time since 1927, they finally had peace. Unfortu¬ 
nately, though, Mao’s vision for China had no place for dissidents, as 
he followed a similar trajectory that Stalin took once he controlled the 
country. The Cultural Revolution was Mao’s final attempt to cement 
his legacy and ensure that his vision of China continued after his death. 
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After Stalin’s Death 


The Soviet Union underwent a couple of years of uncertainty follow¬ 
ing Stalin’s death on March 5 C , 1953. Nikita Khrushchev not only 
managed to survive under Stalin, but he also navigated his way to the 
top, managing to engineer the execution of Lavrentiy Beria (the state 
security chief under Stalin) in 1953 and besting the man who was Stal¬ 
in’s heir apparent, Georgy Malenkov, by 1955. By the time the 20 c 
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was held in Feb¬ 
ruary of 1956, Khrushchev had garnished a considerable amount of at¬ 
tention within the party. At the time, Khrushchev was the first secre¬ 
tary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), making 
him an incredibly powerful man. During the meeting, he gave what has 
come to be known as the “Secret Speech,” in which he was incredibly 
critical of the late Soviet leader. In his speech, Khrushchev said that 
Stalin’s “intolerance, his brutality, his abuse of power,” had harmed the 
country. 

His criticism of Stalin’s behavior was shocking, but he did not 
stop at simply saying that the late leader’s behavior had been wrong. 
Khrushchev went on to illustrate how detrimental Stalin’s policies had 
been, saying that the Great Purge that Stalin had initiated in the 1930s 
had been wrong, as had the drive to silence anyone who spoke out 
against him. The discussion of these atrocities could have been prob¬ 
lematic, not only because of how many people had participated in those 
atrocities but because they had also been conditioned for more than 
twenty years not to question it. Now with the grievances against Stal¬ 
in finally being voiced, a kind of thaw developed that allowed people 
to feel like they could speak their minds. As a result of Khrushchev’s 
speech, millions of people who had been imprisoned based on political 
grounds were released, and the government acknowledged that many 
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of the 750,000 people who were executed during the Great Purge had 
not been guilty of whatever they had been charged with. 

Many of the complaints that Khrushchev had voiced in Moscow 
Mao had already considered. Stalin’s reputation had come at a high 
cost, and Mao knew that he could use the perception of Stalin and the 
oppression that had resulted from it to his own advantage. In 1956, 
Mao gave his own speech that has come to be known as his “Hundred 
Flowers” address. In this speech, Mao wanted to give the intellectuals 
a way of expressing themselves so that they would feel like they had a 
say in the direction that the nation was going to take. Up to that point, 
Mao’s focus had been on the peasants and those of lower birth. This was 
the first time where he seemed to seek input and opinions from an up¬ 
per class of China, and he encouraged open discussion of what could 
be done differently or better. Mao had not shown any such willingness 
for discourse since the May Fourth Movement, but this speech provid¬ 
ed j ustification for a more open path of communication, indicating that 
he was not going to be like Stalin. Mao’s speech included the idea that 
what China needed was to “let a hundred flowers bloom, let a hundred 
schools of thought contend.” 

As Nikita Khrushchev rose to power, taking control of the party in 
1956, the Russians began to see a lot more freedom given to thoughts 
and ideas that did not necessarily agree with Khrushchev’s own. Mao’s 
intentions, however, were entirely different. He did not seek to encour¬ 
age free thought; those who spoke up to voice their opposition or dis¬ 
agreement with Mao were rounded up and were imprisoned or killed. 
His sole desire in speaking ill of Stalin was to draw out dissent. It is pos¬ 
sible that Mao had not expected the kind of reactions he received, and 
he may have even wanted to have other ideas mix with his own orig¬ 
inally. It is true that he had ignored the recommendations of some of 
his advisors who said that this speech could harm them. They point¬ 
ed to how the relaxed control under Khrushchev had resulted in revo- 
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lutions in both Poland and Hungary; Khrushchev was even nearly re¬ 
moved from power in 1957. 

However, when the intellectuals began to question Mao himself, 
the reaction was quick, although he certainly should have expected it, 
considering how much he had criticized Stalin. Whether he felt they 
had betrayed his intentions of trying to give them a voice, or if he had 
always planned to use the speech to weed out as many dissenters as pos¬ 
sible, by 1957, Mao had largely removed anyone who expressed oppo¬ 
sition to his vision of a communist China. 



The Five-Year Plan 


To quickly recap, China was still reeling from the economic problems 
of more than two decades of war. Following the founding of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic of China in 1949, the government had to consolidate 
and gain control over the entire country while working to remove any 
KMT remnants from the mainland. China joined in the Korean War, 
further harming its own financial situation. For the next few years, Chi¬ 
na tried to recover from the economic turmoil, and during this time, 
Mao and the other party leaders sought to draft a more concrete path 
to recovery. 

The end result was the First Five-Year Plan. 

The plan began in 1953 and was planned to end in 1957. The pri¬ 
mary focus of the First Five-Year Plan was to stimulate a high rate 
of growth. This would be accomplished in part by initiating a change 
from the agrarian economy, which China had historically been, to one 
that was built more on heavy industries and technology. Knowing that 
such a large change would not be possible overnight, the First Five-Year 
Plan set goals so that Mao and other government officials could evalu¬ 
ate the success of the plan and determine how to best move forward. 

The First Five-Year Plan closely followed what Stalin had done in 
working to industrialize the USSR, as it was clear that that was the 
only way to become the world leader that Mao wanted China to be. 
To do this, the Chinese government had to heavily invest in the neces¬ 
sary facilities, education, and tools. They also opted to follow the plans 
that the Soviets had used to quickly remodel their society and owner¬ 
ship. This meant further reliance on the Soviets to help draft the plan 
to expedite these changes. Among the changes, farmers and those who 
worked the fields were formed into collectives. The state now owned 
much of the land and held the reins to all future economic spending 
and planning. 
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After the plan began, China quickly found itself facing many prob¬ 
lems that it had not anticipated. By the end of the First Five-year Plan 
in 1957, it was apparent that the Soviet model would not work in the 
much more agrarian China. They were even further behind the tech¬ 
nologies of the time than the Russians had been. It did not help that 
they had a problem to face that Russia did not, as China had many 
more people to look over than the USSR did. Since the government of 
the People’s Republic of China faced unique problems to their country, 
the solutions to them could not be modeled after the methods used by 
the Soviets. 

To succeed in their vision for China, the government realized that 
they needed to have a much larger scale of national industrialization. 
The USSR was willing to help China accomplish this, but they only 
agreed to provide financial aid through loans that would have to be re¬ 
paid at set times. This meant that the Chinese government needed to 
convert all of its financial institutions and businesses into state-operat¬ 
ed endeavors. Both credit policies and the nation’s taxes were rewritten 
to strongly discourage businesses from being run as private companies, 
and when the First Five-Year Plan ended, there were no longer any pri¬ 
vate companies within the entire country. 

The methods that the government used to industrialize the country 
more rapidly were successful, though. They saw a significant increase in 
the production of heavy industry products, such as cement and metals. 
From the time the plan started until its end in 1957, China saw a nine¬ 
teen percent annual increase in industrial products, as well as a nine 
percent increase in how much workers earned. 

Given the enormous population of the nation, agriculture needed 
to be modernized so that more workers could begin working in indus¬ 
trial positions. Since the government had established collectives, they 
had complete control over how much farmers could charge for the 
food. This would prove to cause another serious problem later, but at 
this time, the government did not think of the future of agriculture in 
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terms of anything other than how it was necessary to further the indus¬ 
trial and business industries. The farmers and their families who were 
forced to join the collectives were still able to have small plots of land 
for themselves and the production of their own food. 

Khrushchev recognized the importance of China as an ally, though 
he was not yet in charge of the Soviet Union when China's First Five- 
Year Plan began. At that time, he was the USSR's first secretary, so he 
did have quite a bit of sway over the direction of the USSR. While he 
was not willing (or able) to give China the necessary money without re¬ 
payment, he did want to strengthen the bonds that had been developed 
between Mao and Stalin. Khrushchev was able to accomplish this by 
renegotiating trade deals that had been established under Stalin that he 
considered to be unfair to the Chinese. During the early days of Chinas 
industrialization, the USSR was one of their primary trade collabora¬ 
tors. By 1955, an estimated sixty percent of Chinas exports were sent 
to the USSR. 

The duration of the First Five-Year Plan is considered to be a gold¬ 
en age for both sides, as it was the best period for Sino-Soviet relations. 
However, the problems were already starting to form as both men dis¬ 
liked the other. When Khrushchev made his “Secret Speech,” it put 
Mao in a very difficult position. Despite having worked to minimize 
Stalin’s role in his rise to power, Mao had been vocally supportive of the 
late leader’s ideas and methods. It is possible that the “Hundred Flow¬ 
ers” speech was Mao’s attempt to move China in a similar direction as 
the Soviet Union, considering the close bond that the USSR and Chi¬ 
na had made since Stalin’s death. However, once that proved to be a ter¬ 
rible move for the party leaders, Mao and Khrushchev took different 
paths in moving the ideals of communism forward. 

As such, tensions continued to mount, and when the USSR sided 
with the Tibetan rebels who rose up against China in 1959, the split 
between the two countries became too great for them to ultimately 
overcome. Private arguments and complaints became public in I960, 
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with Mao and Khrushchev openly insulting each other. Some attempts 
were made to heal the divisions between the nations, but neither leader 
was willing to budge or forgive, resulting in a complete split in 1962. 
When Khrushchev signed the Limited Test Ban Treaty with the US 
and Great Britain, Mao took it as an open attempt by the three coun¬ 
tries to hinder Chinas own nuclear advancements. Between 1963 and 
1964, Mao penned nine letters, which he published, that stated every¬ 
thing he saw as wrong or bad about Khrushchev’s leadership abilities. 

Another problem that Mao likely had with what transpired follow¬ 
ing the “Secret Speech” was that Stalin’s legacy was so quickly under¬ 
mined, with the next long-term leader of the USSR significantly chang¬ 
ing the vision of what communism meant for the country. It was an ear¬ 
ly warning sign to Mao of what could happen in China after his death, 
and it was a lesson he would not forget in his old age. 



The Great Leap Forward 

Over the span of three years, froml958 to 1961, Mao and the Chinese 
government forced millions of people who had lived on farms into 
communes in what is known as the Great Leap Forward. This was an 
economic and social movement to transform China into a communist 
society by moving away from an agrarian economy. Some of these com¬ 
munes were farm cooperatives, where the people were able to continue 
using many of their existing knowledge and skills. Other people were 
sent to places where they would learn how to complete manufactur¬ 
ing tasks and activities. People living in these communes were expected 
to complete their assigned tasks, which meant there were people who 
moved into completely different fields than agriculture and manufac¬ 
turing. For example, there were people who were dedicated to raising 
the children of the communes, which meant that children mainly lived 
in centers where those assigned to childcare largely raised them. All 
of the regular chores were collectivized, and people were expected to 
do their share, in addition to whatever work the government assigned 
them, to support the primary function of the collective. 

Mao changed the way farming was done, basing the new approach 
on the methods used in the USSR. Most of these methods were not 
scientifically correct, however. For example, the Soviet ideas stated that 
plants needed to support each other, so they were grown close together, 
often forcing the plants to compete for the same nutrients and light. 
Another method involved plowing the fields several feet (sometimes as 
much as six feet) deep under the false idea that it would encourage the 
plants to develop better roots. The results of these methods were detri¬ 
mental to the people since it completely ruined entire crops, meaning 
that a lot less food was produced in the first year. Future crop yields 
were damaged because the deep trenches that resulted from the plow¬ 
ing significantly harmed the fields. 
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In an effort to increase how much metal the country produced 
(thereby reducing how much they would need to import), Mao initially 
encouraged people to establish their own furnaces where scrap metal 
could be turned into steel. This encouragement quickly evolved into 
a demand, forcing families to meet a set quota. Instead of using scrap 
metal, families and collectives ended up having to melt down useful 
items that they still used to keep from falling behind their quotas. It 
also resulted in the destruction of large portions of forests, as commu¬ 
nities had to build the furnaces on lands that were not currently being 
used for other needs. With the loss of forests and the new destructive 
farming methods, the once fertile fields of China were left drained of 
their nutrients and became far more vulnerable to erosion. 

None of these problems were obvious during the first year of the 
Great Leap Forward, though. 1958 saw an especially productive har¬ 
vest because neither the fields nor the forests had yet been seriously 
affected by the implemented changes. Unfortunately, so many people 
had moved from the farms to the manufacturing collectives that there 
were not enough people to harvest the bumper crops, resulting in a lot 
of waste. Good food rotted in the fields, and so, people living in the 
cities and manufacturing collectives did not see any increase in food. 

The problem was further exacerbated when the leaders of many of 
the communes lied about how much they had been able to harvest. Of¬ 
ficials arrived to take the food for other communes and cities based on 
calculations of what was needed there. Since the government used false 
numbers to determine how much would be left over, many of the agri¬ 
culture communes did not have sufficient food left for their own peo¬ 
ple. Over the next year, starvation began to rise in the agriculture com¬ 
munes. 

When the Yellow River flooded in 1959, it proved to be disastrous. 
While this was a natural occurrence, it compounded the problems 
caused by the changes to the farming system. An estimated two million 
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people died as a result of drowning in the floods or from starvation. 
Then, in I960, a drought struck portions of China. 

The majority of deaths from this time were from starvation in the 
urban areas of the country. The current official number of dead is said 
to be fourteen million people, but few scholars agree with this num¬ 
ber. By the time the government was able to start recovering from the 
damages, historians estimate that the death toll was between 20 and 48 
million people, though the actual number of people who perished will 
most likely never be known. 

This period was supposed to be the Second Five-Year Plan, but it 
was so disastrous that Mao stopped its implementation in 1961, a year 
before it should have ended. Those three years are now often referred 
to as Chinas “Three Bitter Years,” as they are among some of the most 
tragic events in modern history. 

Because he had been the primary driver behind the Great Leap For¬ 
ward, Mao was essentially removed from his position, although he still 
kept his title as chairman of the CPC. FFe would not gain the same lev¬ 
el of control over China until 1966 with the beginning of the Cultural 
Revolution. When he again gained control, Mao would seek to ensure 
his legacy with an iron fist. 



Chapter 4 - Fighting the Capitalism of 

the West 


The breakdown in relations between the Soviet Union and China ex¬ 
posed a serious problem with communism on how it was practiced on a 
large scale: there were just too many different competing ideas on how 
it should be enacted. Just like smaller countries, such as Cuba and Viet¬ 
nam, China and the USSR were forced to choose which type of com¬ 
munism was best for their countries. Looking at the events of what hap¬ 
pened, there was no form of communism that actually followed Marx’s 
ideals or tenants. All of the communist leaders were tyrants who de¬ 
manded loyalty, much as Adolf Hitler had done during the rise of the 
Nazi Party in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Communist leaders claimed power under the guise of wanting 
what was best for the people of the country. By stoking fear and pitting 
classes against each other, these communist leaders were forced to rule 
with an iron fist. Similar issues can easily be associated with democra¬ 
cies and republics, as history has repeatedly proven. During the 20 c 
century, communism was still new, so its implementation and the possi¬ 
bilities for abuse were much greater. This was what led to such a schism 
between the two large communist countries. 

When the Cultural Revolution began, Mao Zedong feared that a 
revisionist approach to Marx’s methods was what had destroyed the 
communist order in the Soviet Union (though, to be fair, his relation¬ 
ship with Stalin had also been very contentious). While the change in 
Soviet communism concerned him, in 1966, it was capitalism that be¬ 
came the larger threat. 
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A Growing Fear of Revisionism 

To China, the Soviet’s changes following Stalin’s death was a blatant ex¬ 
ample of revisionism. Today, revisionism is seen as a sign of weakness, 
indecisiveness, or failure, and this was largely how Mao viewed the 
events occurring in the Soviet Union. Mao certainly used the term revi¬ 
sionism in a negative context (and many nations still use it in the same 
way). To Mao, the direction that Nikita Khrushchev was taking the So¬ 
viet Union in was a revision of the direction that Stalin had taken. They 
were undermining the purpose of communism to benefit those who 
had survived Stalin and risen to the top. 

Mao was undoubtedly acting in his own interests, but to some ex¬ 
tent, he was concerned about the people of China. The policies under 
State Chairman Liu Shaoqi and General Secretary Deng Xiaoping had 
stabilized the country, but there were some classes that had improved 
quicker than others. From a more objective position, that was in¬ 
evitable, as the people at the top of a government rarely feel the same 
hardships as the lower classes do, and by the time they do, they are al¬ 
ready working to correct it. For example, only Mao’s pride and level of 
power in the CPC suffered due to the disastrous Great Leap Forward. 
He did not have to worry about starvation or drowning the way oth¬ 
er people did. Nor was he uprooted to live in a collective that was not 
equipped to handle the people who were moved to it. Mao was safe 
from the worst effects of the policies that he had helped to establish. 

To Mao, the actions of Liu and Deng were the beginning of a revi¬ 
sionist history in China while he was still alive. The people who ben¬ 
efited most from the new policies seemed more like capitalists, as the 
new changes seemed more closely aligned with the capitalist world 
than it did with communism. 
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The Elitist Capitalism of the West 

One of the greatest fears that Mao held was that China was moving to¬ 
ward capitalism, and Mao’s fears were not entirely unfounded. While 
the Soviet Union was still communist, the 1990s would show that they 
had been moving toward capitalism for decades. Having fought for 
communism since the 1920s, Mao likely saw the utopia he had envi¬ 
sioned slipping away after his death. 

Mao best expressed his fears for the future in 1963, stating that 
if “the landlords, rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements, 
and monsters are all allowed to crawl out...then it will not be long be¬ 
fore a counter-revolutionary restoration on a national scale inevitably 
occurred, the Marxist-Leninist party would undoubtedly become a re¬ 
visionist party or a fascist party.” To Mao, capitalism was built on a hier¬ 
archy that generally kept a large percentage of the people at the bottom 
while lifting up the few. Once a person or family reached the top, they 
would retain power and oppress others. Mao wanted to ensure that all 
of the people in China had comparable lives, ignoring the fact that his 
social structure was fairly similar to that of a capitalist country; it was 
just the means of staying in power that differed. To keep power, Mao 
would not use money or manipulation of the system. Instead, he would 
use persecution and violence to stop dissenters from warping the com¬ 
munist utopia he envisioned. 

In addition to his mistrust of capitalism and those who practiced it, 
Mao was an atheist since all major world religions had developed hier¬ 
archies, which could be easily compared to the social structures in cap¬ 
italist nations. He was also against the kinds of superstitions of the past 
that could possibly hinder progress. In an act that would likely enrage 
Mao today, shrines and temples have been allowed to form across Chi¬ 
na, particularly in recent years. 

While it is easy to look back and find fault with Mao and the com¬ 
munist leaders for their tight control over their people, the capitalist 

40 



THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


41 


nations were also not entirely innocent. The strong reaction against the 
spread of communism was often violent, as seen by the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars, as well as in the many proxy wars that took place in 
countries like Cuba and Afghanistan. Nor were the events within cap¬ 
italist countries benign. During the 1950s, while Mao was implement¬ 
ing the First Five-Year Plan and the Great Leap Forward, McCarthy- 
ism was spreading across the United States. American politicians were 
actively cracking down on people in power and the media, and they 
unjustly imprisoned political leaders and celebrities based on the sus¬ 
picion that those leaders and celebrities were communist sympathizers. 
Anyone who spoke out against Senator Joseph McCarthy or the Re¬ 
publicans who were oppressing an entire nation, although their focus 
was mainly on those with power or had a large platform from which 
to espouse ideas, could be jailed. Leading members of the media, such 
as Edward R. Murrow, a man who had been a key American reporter 
during World War II, were intimidated to keep them from speaking 
out against what was going on in the country. All of this was clear¬ 
ly against the First Amendment, which guarantees free speech. Yet for 
several years, the US was held in the grip of a different kind of tyranny 
that also claimed to be for the good of the people. 

The extreme vilification of China and communism in the US had 
kept these two countries from having any meaningful discussion for 
decades. It wouldn’t be until February 1972 that the US and China 
would finally begin to have open discussions about their respective fu¬ 


tures. 



Chapter 5 - The Introduction of 
Revolution 


From I960 until 1966, Mao had largely been sidelined. During his time 
controlling the direction of the country, the relationship between Chi¬ 
na and the USSR had completely broken down, and millions of Chi¬ 
nese had died because of the Second Five-Year Plan. During the six 
years when he was largely a side character in the government that he 
had founded, Mao had time to analyze the direction that China was go¬ 
ing in and to calculate his next move. All he needed was a way to regain 
control over the government. 
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Mao’s Return to Power 


Liu Shaoqi, who became the second chairman of the People’s Republic 
of China in 1959, and Deng Xiaoping strove to undo the combined 
damage of the natural disasters and destructive agrarian practices. The 
extreme tactics of the Great Leap Forward gave way to more measured 
approaches that more closely mirrored some of the aspects of the 
changes of the Soviet Union since Stalin’s death. Of greater concern to 
Mao, though, was the change in the agricultural system. The collectives 
that he had established had begun to fall apart, and in some places, the 
collectives had entirely dissolved, and private farms had resumed. There 
was also a similar thaw in the approach to different art forms, includ¬ 
ing literature, something that he had suppressed as much as possible. 
He did not want people to have access to the kinds of material that had 
helped to influence him. Without Mao in power, literature wasn’t ex¬ 
actly encouraged, but the dual leadership did not actively work against 
the arts. However, their focus was elsewhere as they had to repair the 
damage done under Mao and his overzealous, unrealistic move to im¬ 
plement communism according to his ideals. This meant restructur¬ 
ing how everything was managed, in part because so many of the com¬ 
munes had fallen apart. Liu and Deng had changed the focus so that 
management received more control, and workers were now rewarded 
based on their individual efforts instead of the workers being the main 
driver. 

As a result of their changes, the country began to recover. By 1965, 
China had managed to reach the same level of agricultural and indus¬ 
trial output that it had produced in 1957. The apparent success of these 
changes caused a fracture in the party, as different ideologies fought 
for control. Each side took a different lesson from the misfortunes that 
rose from the Great Leap Forward. While they may not have agreed on 
the direction of the country, Mao was able to push his ideas forward, 
and to some extent, he managed to continue to push policies and ideas 
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that he felt were the most important for China while working in sup¬ 
port of Liu and Deng. He never completely lost his influence, but he 
was not able to completely prevent the nation from straying from the 
path he wanted it to follow. 

Mao decided the best way to avoid the same future that the Soviet 
Union had was to perpetuate the class struggle taught by Marx and es¬ 
poused by Stalin. While others had direct control, Mao continued his 
campaigns around the country so that the people did not forget what 
he had tried to accomplish when he had almost complete control of 
China. Other members of the party who were also concerned with the 
new direction of the country also feared that China would follow the 
same path as the Soviets after the death of Stalin. This included several 
key members of the party who would work with Mao during the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution: 

- Chen Boda, an ideological expert 
-Jiang Qing, Mao’s fourth wife 

- Kang Sheng, a man knowledgeable about the Soviet secret 
police 

- Lin Biao, the vice premier, vice chairman, and minister of 
national defense 

While Mao did play a small role in spreading his views around the 
country, these party members were the ones who truly helped to spread 
Mao’s views across China. Their personal networks were able to create 
two united fronts, helping to lift Mao back to his former position. 

However, their alliance was not without flaws and problems. Each 
of the different heads had his/her own goals and visions for the future 
of China. By eroding the people’s belief in the current Chinese leaders, 
they helped to reestablish Mao at the expense of their own visions. It 
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also ensured that Mao was largely ostracized from the rest of the party 
leaders. 

One of the most notable steps that Mao and his supporters took 
during this time was the elevation of the People’s Liberation Army, 
which was originally called the Red Army. Instead of being members 
of a lower social status, those who had joined the People’s Liberation 
Army received greater social status by simply being a part of the organi¬ 
zation. Young men and women began to join with aspirations of mov¬ 
ing up in social status and gaining power, particularly peasants and low- 
class workers. It is interesting to note that women were allowed to join, 
and it was a way for them to gain more recognition and social status, 
just like lower-class men. 

Using the enthusiasm and optimism of the people joining, Mao 
had a more dedicated and loyal army. He would use this to his advan¬ 
tage, both within the nation and against enemies outside of it. Because 
of the military operations along the borders of Tibet and India, Mao 
had a reason to further develop the organization of the army. Both Chi¬ 
na and India claimed regions along their common border, and tensions 
had been rising for a few years, eventually culminating in the Sino-Indi- 
an War in the fall of 1962. The Chinese forces pushed the Indian forces 
back and then withdrew, creating a demilitarized zone. Following the 
success of the war, Chinese military leaders became increasingly more 
popular. As a result, people began to look at the leaders of this mili¬ 
tary victory as potential leaders of the country. This helped to better so¬ 
lidify the leadership with people who were more similar to Mao than 
the leaders who were controlling the current direction of the country. 
Even though Mao was not the only person to shift the purpose of the 
People’s Liberation Army, he received most of the credit. This made the 
members much more loyal to him than to other leaders in the govern¬ 
ment. People were able to aspire to new positions, and they felt that this 
would only last as long as Mao was in power. This would provide ample 
motivation to ensure he remained a prominent figure, and Mao would 
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use this to his advantage later to restore his role as the primary leader of 
the party. 

The People’s Liberation Army also played a large role in inspiring 
the thought processes of the younger people in the nation. As members 
of this organization began to be brought into the government, they had 
more sway, and it further elevated the People Liberation Army’s role in 
the nation, as Mao pointed to them as a great example of how the peo¬ 
ple of China should be. 



The Announcement and the Beginning 

Believing that the country was going in the wrong direction, Mao want¬ 
ed to strengthen the ideology that had brought his party to power sev¬ 
enteen years earlier. Even though the people who supported Mao had 
been working through the crises caused by the Great Leap Forward, the 
leaders seemed to have moved the direction of the country away from 
his intended vision, and Mao possibly felt that he had been betrayed. 
To ensure that it did not happen again, Mao needed to not only reclaim 
power, but he would also need to weed out the people who harbored 
different visions than the ones that he held. Mao would, once again, fol¬ 
low in Stalin’s footsteps and seek to completely eliminate any leaders of 
the opposition, even those who were close to him, to ensure his legacy. 

In May 1966, Mao and his closest allies issued the “May 16 noti¬ 
fication” to lay out the problems that they saw with the current tra¬ 
jectory of China. They said that enemies of China had infiltrated the 
leadership and that they wanted to “create a dictatorship of the bour¬ 
geoisie.” This was the beginning of Mao instigating a rebellion against 
the current leaders. It would serve as a springboard for the rise of the 
Red Guards and the Cultural Revolution. Ultimately, Mao wanted to 
purge the men who he felt had betrayed him, a feat that would not be 
simple, considering that the leadership of China had undone much of 
the damage from the disastrous Great Leap Forward. It would not be 
easy to change the country's direction, so it was important to turn peo¬ 
ple against the two leaders who were currently in charge, Liu and Deng. 

To accomplish this, Mao started a media campaign to show that 
even though he was in his 70s, he was still energetic and able to lead 
China to a better future. The media showed him “swimming” in the 
Chang Jiang (Yangtze River). Images from the events show him float¬ 
ing on his back more than swimming, though. This was done in prepa¬ 
ration of the Cultural Revolution that he wanted to initiate that year. 


47 



48 


CAPTIVATING HISTORY 


It was during August of 1966 that Mao finally initiated the revolu¬ 
tion, calling on the newly formed Red Guards to challenge the estab¬ 
lished Chinese politicians. He said that the youth of the day needed to 
step up to confront Chinas leaders for forwarding the bourgeoise agen¬ 
da over the people. Mao also claimed that the leaders lacked the zeal 
and strength to enact the real changes that would benefit the people. 



Removal of Liu Shaoqi and Deng 
Xiaoping 

Liu Shaoqi had been one of the primary leaders following the Great 
Leap Forward, and he had been considered as Mao’s successor. He was 
the son of a wealthy peasant family and joined the Communist Party 
of China in the early 1920s. His life was very similar to Mao's, but by 
1966, it was clear to Mao that Liu did not have the same values or vi¬ 
sion. 

Deng Xiaoping had been born into a family in the Sichuan 
province. Unlike Mao and Liu, Deng’s family were landlords, and so, 
his education was significantly different. When he was sixteen, he was 
sent to France to study as a part of a student-exchange program. His 
skills were in managing the military, including as a leader in the People’s 
Liberation Army. 

When it became evident that these two men had successfully re¬ 
stored China to a more stable economic position, Mao had reason to 
fear that his legacy would be considered a bad one. Instead of seeing 
their success as a positive outcome for China, Mao decided that it was 
a sign that his legacy was being undone. 

So, in retaliation, Mao used the Red Guards to ostracize and un¬ 
dermine both Liu and Deng. Liu tried to prove his dedication to Mao’s 
vision, often attending meetings held by Mao, as being present would 
demonstrate that he was not acting against Mao or behind his back. In¬ 
stead of appearing to be working in solidarity with Mao's rising popu¬ 
larity, Liu made himself an easier target of criticism in front of Mao’s 
most rabid supporters. When he tried to criticize himself in October 
of 1966, it was too late. Mao had been actively demonizing Liu for 
months at this point, which caused the self-criticism to be seen as an ad¬ 
mission of guilt. A month later, Liu was labeled as the “Supreme leader 
of a black gang,” meaning he was an enemy of the people. The first ob- 
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vious move to remove Liu from power was in 1967 when he and his 
wife were put under house arrest. Stuck in Beijing, it was only a matter 
of time before Mao would finally enact his revenge for being sidelined. 
By the beginning of the next year, he was called “China’s Khrushchev,” 
and he was removed from power. By the end of 1968, Liu had no power 
whatsoever, and he was finally denounced as a traitor to the CPC. 
Whatever power he had was stripped away, and Liu was kicked out of 
the party. Imprisoned as an enemy of the people in Kaifeng, Liu would 
be beaten regularly as an example, partly to show other leaders what 
would happen if they gained too much control. Mao had once trust¬ 
ed Liu, even appointing him as the next leader, so it was important to 
show that no one’s position was certain if Mao was dissatisfied. After 
being denied medicine to treat his diabetes, Liu died in 1969. Some say 
that his death was no accident, as the guards refused to provide him 
with the diabetes medication that he needed. 

As a member of the Red Guards, Deng was treated differently than 
Liu. He was gradually stripped of all of his standing within the mil¬ 
itary until he no longer had any power, meaning his decline in pow¬ 
er was more gradual. Deng had a loyal following in the military after 
his illustrious career. To help keep him in check, Mao began to target 
Deng’s son to control the leader better. In 1973, Deng was put through 
a rehabilitation program based on a recommendation by Mao. Over 
three years, Deng attempted to ascend in the military ranks, consoli¬ 
dating power as he did so. Following the events at Tiananmen Square 
in April 1976, the CPC blamed Deng, and he was removed from the 
CPC. Still, he had a sizable power base, which ensured he did not suffer 
the same fate as Liu. When Mao died in September 1976, Deng gradu¬ 
ally became the de facto leader of the People’s Republic of China. Just 
as he had helped to clean up the mistakes Mao had made in the Great 
Leap Forward, Deng would again be instrumental in undoing the dam¬ 
age Mao had caused during the decade of the Cultural Revolution. 



The Gang of Four 

Mao was the leader of the Cultural Revolution, but he was not able to 
initiate it without the staunch support of other powerful members in 
the party. Four primary figures aided Mao as he returned to his former 
position as the primary leader of the nation: 

- Jiang Qing, Mao’s fourth wife and the leader of the gang 

- Wang Hongwen, a Chinese labor activist 

- Yao Wenyuan, a Chinese literary critic and politician 

- Zhang Chunqiao, a well-known Chinese political theorist 

As Mao and the Gang of Four did not act in a way that was trans¬ 
parent, it is difficult to determine which policies and laws implemented 
during the Cultural Revolution came from Mao directly and which 
were decided by the Gang of Four. 

All four members were devoted to Mao because he had elevated 
them from lower positions. Before the start of the Cultural Revolution, 
each member of the Gang of Four held low or middle ranks within the 
government. Without Mao’s elevation of them, they would likely not 
have attained the power they came to hold. Thus, this made them very 
loyal to the ideas and decisions of Mao, although they were at odds 
with each other at times, particularly in the case of Jiang Qing. 
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Chapter 6 - The Red Guards 

The May Fourth Movement of 1919 had left an impression on young 
Mao. When he began to reclaim his diminished power in the 1960s, he 
knew that the young people of China were the best way to gain a loy¬ 
al, fervent base. The fact that the youth of China were more malleable 
than established leaders was likely another draw for the aging Mao. 

To get the youth engaged behind backing him, Mao helped to 
found the Red Guards. The purpose of this new organization was to 
provide a place for young people to feel like they had a voice. However, 
it was also a way for Mao and his loyal followers to control the narrative 
and to influence the thought processes of future generations. 
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The Start of the Red Guards 


Following the speeches and actions of Mao, students began to band 
together. Inspired by his vision of a communist utopia, they began to 
act out against those they perceived as capitalist sympathizers. During 
the summer of 1966, youths, who ranged from children of elementary 
school age to young college students, began seeking out oppressors and 
those who showed either sympathy for capitalism or those who exploit¬ 
ed the lower classes. 

Mao encouraged suspicion against what was called the Five Black 
Categories: 

- Bad elements 

- Counter-revolutionaries 

- Landlords 

- Rich peasants 

- Rightists 

Mao also added reactionary academics to the list of people who 
should be treated with suspicion. This empowered the students and es¬ 
sentially made the teachers in China a target of those they were meant 
to instruct. No criteria were established for what kind of behavior 
should be considered suspect, making it entirely too easy to abuse the 
intentions behind the movement. Students suddenly held a lot of pow¬ 
er and could turn on teachers for no reason other than an intense dis¬ 
like or being given enough bad grades. 

Mao and his followers targeted students as a part of their revolu¬ 
tion for two primary reasons. First, they were impressionable. Second, 
it was thought that those who were against Mao and his vision would 
attempt to influence the youth if he didn’t. Essentially, Mao and the 
other communist leaders were looking to short-circuit any attempt by 
those who did not agree with their views. So instead of them indoctri- 
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nating the youth, Mao would, turning the children and young adults 
of China against anyone who disagreed with Mao’s ideology. He was 
working to harness, or perhaps recreate, a similar spirit that led to the 
rise of communism in his own youth by using the most impressionable 
people. If he could inspire the same sense of revolution, he would have 
the control that he lost following the Great Leap Forward. 

One example of the Red Guard fervor was seen at the No. 8 High 
School in Beijing. One of the leaders of the Red Guards at the school 
was named Chen Xiaolu, the son of one of the communist revolution¬ 
ary ministers, Chen Yi. In his apology that he gave in 2013, Chen re¬ 
called what occurred at his school. Admitting to his own actions, he 
stated, “On August 19, I organized a meeting to criticize the leaders 
of the Beijing education system. A rather serious armed struggle broke 
out. At the end, some students rushed onstage and used leather belts to 
whip some of the education officials, including the party secretary of 
my school.” This recollection of the events of that day was just one of 
many that showed how quickly things turned violent. Despite his aver¬ 
sion to violence, Chen had quickly lost the ability to control the stu¬ 
dents, as they became overzealous and acted out against the perceived 
threats. At the end of the event, the vice secretary was crippled, and the 
secretary would eventually commit suicide after being imprisoned in a 
storeroom and beaten for two weeks. And this wasn’t the only school 
that had issues with students rebelling. Another school, the Beijing No. 
4 High School for Girls, also had students forming Red Guard groups. 
In August, two teachers were beaten to death by the Red Guards, and 
another committed suicide. 

Both of these events occurred around the time that Mao and Lin 
Biao, who had become the second chairman of the CPC at the begin¬ 
ning of the month, met with the Red Guards at Tiananmen Square, 

which took place on August 18 c . Mao, as well as Lin, actively encour¬ 
aged their violent tendencies, endorsing the use of hand-to-hand fight- 
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ing, as well as the use of blunt objects against any perceived threats to 
his utopia. 

Not all of the persecution was violent, though. Students would 
sometimes force their teachers to stand in front of classes and assem¬ 
blies to admit their faults and mistakes, which turned the teachings 
and ideology of Confucius on its head. Where Confucius’ teachings 
held educators in high esteem, Mao was openly advocating that stu¬ 
dents hold a higher position themselves. Thus, teachers and educators 
were subject to the whims and ideologies of their less understanding 
students. Usually, these demonstrations against teachers were humiliat¬ 
ing but not violent. Some would go on to commit suicide because of 
the shame brought on them and their families. 



The Red Terror - The Red Guards Spread 
across the City 

The Red Guards initiated violence nearly from its formation in early 
June. However, the acts against teachers and authority figures would 
only escalate over time. In the beginning, the local party leaders did not 
think that it was necessary to intervene. According to Andrew Walder, 
an American political sociologist specializing in the study of Chinese 
society, Mao felt the atrocious behavior was justified to purge the im¬ 
pure elements, viewing “it as a necessary feature of rebellion, and the 
suffering of victims as acceptable collateral damage.” Mao’s own words 
would instigate far worse problems, as students began to feel empow¬ 
ered, even in control. 

Mao’s wife, Jiang Qing, openly condoned the violence on July 28 r ^’, 
1966. Speaking as one of the leading figures for the Central Cultural 
Revolution Group, an organization formed in 1966 to further the 
ideals and will of Mao, she addressed a rally of students. During her 
speech, Jiang let them know that the government would not intervene 
on behalf of the educators, further showing support for whatever the 
students decided to do, even if it meant violence. Andrew Walder, in 
his book, Fractured Rebellions: The Beijing Red Guard Movement , pro¬ 
vides a translation of her words from the event. 

If good people beat bad people, it serves them right; if bad 
people beat good people, the good people achieve glory; 
if good people beat good people, it is a misunderstanding: 
without beatings, you do not get acquainted and then no 
longer need to beat them. 

The actions of the Red Guards came to be known as the “Red Ter¬ 
ror,” reminiscent of the title given to the events during the French Rev¬ 
olution about 150 years earlier, the Reign of Terror. Nor would it be 

56 



THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


57 


contained just within the education system. Mao’s Minister of Public 
Security, Xie Fuzhi, would spread the violent ideology to the police and 
security forces as well. They were instructed during an internal meet¬ 
ing that they were to provide assistance and support to the Red Guards. 
They were also allowed to enter homes, initiate beatings, and deport 
anyone who was “found” to be an enemy. The official word was giv¬ 
en on August 22 nc * that the police were not to act against the student 
movements, which meant that anyone the students identified as ene¬ 
mies were at the complete mercy of those students. Police and security 
forces were not allowed to provide any assistance to those being perse¬ 
cuted, beaten, or killed. 

The result was that between August 1966 and the year’s end, the 
Red Terror allowed for mobs of Red Guards to roam the streets 
unchecked. Families were evicted from their homes, their possessions 
taken, and they were forced to leave the city. The confiscation of any¬ 
thing that was considered bourgeois saw millions of dollars’ worth of 
art, currency, and culture stolen from Chinese citizens. 

At the height of the Red Terror, an estimated 200 people were 
killed in the name of the revolution. The terror had begun in Beijing, 
but Red Guards were shipped to other major Chinese cities. From the 
beginning of August 1966 until the end of September, an estimated 
1,772 people were killed in Beijing alone. The Red Guards killed anoth¬ 
er 534 people in Shanghai and forced more than 700 to commit suicide 
(some in front of Red Guards, others in private after they were pub¬ 
licly humiliated and beaten). By the end of 1966, it is estimated that 
more than 100,000 people had been killed as a direct result of the Red 
Guards’ fervor and unchecked power. 



Expansion of the Red Guards 

Over time, the Red Guards began to include young workers and lower- 
class people, including peasants. Some were likely swayed by the ideol¬ 
ogy the Red Guards espoused, but it is likely that many saw a chance 
at changing their status and situation. Violence became a wide-spread 
problem in China, as more people resorted to it as a way of removing 
the people in power. Like many revolutions before it, such as the 
French Revolution and the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, the vio¬ 
lence became nearly impossible to contain, and as a result, many inno¬ 
cent people were persecuted and killed. 

For instance, people in once revered positions were persecuted for 
their knowledge. This included monks and landowners, two classes 
that had always enjoyed respect and more privileges than others. How¬ 
ever, this now made them suspect in the eyes of some, while others saw 
it as an opportunity to remove competition. Public humiliations quick¬ 
ly turned violent. Some people were killed during these attacks, while 
others would eventually commit suicide because of the humiliation and 
pain they were subjected to. 

It should also be noted that following the rise of the Red Guards, 
numerous relics and ancient texts were lost. As the number of members 
of the Red Guards increased, they became more and more destructive. 
Entire Buddhist temples were decimated, as they sought to destroy any¬ 
thing that could be considered a part of the world of their enemies. Re¬ 
ligion was considered wrong, as was anything that was related to the 
old imperial world. Even the dog breed of the Pekingese began to be 
slaughtered because of its association with the old world that had been 
run by the emperor. 

The majority of people who died did so at the hands of the Red 
Guards during the Red Terror. It is unknown exactly how many died as 
there are no known records. It is difficult to attribute all of the deaths 
since not all of the victims died immediately. 
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Ultimately, this persecution ended up stymying education and in¬ 
tellectual growth. Over time, it also caused a slump in the economy that 
would once again devastate the nation. 



Chapter 7 - July 20^ Incident 

Known as the July 20 c Incident in China and the Wuhan incident in 

the West, the events of July 20 , 1967, showed just how divisive the 
Red Guard had become. The split between radicals and conservatives 
reflected divisions within the People’s Liberation Army, as well as the 
government and military. 

Before the Red Guards were largely dispersed, their terror moved 
well beyond the confines of cities and into the rural areas. No longer 
made of just students, the Red Guards in rural areas included many 
young workers with little education. 

In July 1967, the potential problems posed by the Red Guards 
came to the forefront in the Wuhan province. The fervor of the Red 
Guards led to an open fight between the leaders and military of the 
city and the members of the Red Guard. It was only through the inter¬ 
vention of Zhou Enlai that the fighting was finally resolved. Zhou was 
more moderate and loathed the abuses that occurred during the Red 
Terror. However, he was an adept politician with considerable sway be¬ 
cause he learned early on to keep his criticism of Mao to private discus¬ 
sions with a few close confidants. It was this perspective of compromise 
for the betterment of all that would finally establish peace after the hor¬ 
rors resulting from the July 20 1 Incident. 
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The Downfall of the Wuhan Leaders and 
the Rise of the Military 

In an effort to remove all opposition from the government, govern¬ 
ment leaders instructed the People’s Liberation Army to oversee the 
formation of committees that would be loyal to Mao and his vision. 
The People’s Liberation Army began to restructure provincial and mu¬ 
nicipal governments all across China. To those in charge, the most logi¬ 
cal choice of people to execute this effort would have been the military. 
The network between the military leaders and the regional comman¬ 
ders made it easier to issue orders and receive updates on how the effort 
was going. 

In January 1967, the authoritative figures in the Wuhan province 
were removed. Over the course of February, the military in Wuhan 
started to rein in radical attempts to destabilize the progress the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army had made. Chen Zaidao was a general in the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army, and he had commanded the Wuhan Military 
Region since 1954. In this region, he faced the Workers’ General Head¬ 
quarters, the local radical branch of Mao’s ideology. This radical orga¬ 
nization was acting in a way that was clearly jeopardizing both the eco¬ 
nomic and social stability of the region. Unfortunately for Chen, his 
direction to disband the group was in direct opposition to the permis¬ 
sion the Red Guards had been given and, by extension, other radical 
groups. By disbanding the Workers’ General Headquarters in March 
1967, Chen ensured that the leaders in Beijing would hear of his own 
efforts to rein in the excesses of the Red Guards and other radical fol¬ 
lowers. The majority of them would not look upon his actions favor¬ 
ably, with some being more openly hostile. However, he was a well-re¬ 
spected figure, and it would force the leaders in Beijing to finally con¬ 
front the numerous issues caused by the unchecked violence. 
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The People Liberation Army’s approach was methodical and strate¬ 
gic. They wanted to implement the change in a way that would min¬ 
imally disrupt the various aspects of life in the municipalities and 
provinces. This approach stood in stark contrast to the radical method 
that overthrew officials and left regions ill-equipped to govern them¬ 
selves. The conservative approach of the Peoples Liberation Army 
compared to the radical Red Guard approach resulted in an open battle 
in Wuhan in July 1967. 



The Wrath of the Radicals 


Seeing their own power being taken away, the radicals in Wuhan and 
Beijing began speaking out against the order, calling Chen’s move as 
suppression. During April of that year, an editorial ran that provided 
information on the “proper treatment of the Young Generals,” as lead¬ 
ers of the Red Guards were called. This was a directive, and it began to 
tie the hands of the People’s Liberation Army so they could not stop 
the abuses of the Red Guards. The only people within the government 
who were allowed to counteract the radicals were the leaders in Beijing. 

Now that they were given the right to run rampant, the radical ele¬ 
ments across the nation were emboldened to act in ways that had been 
unthought of before. Seizing weapons across the country, they signif¬ 
icantly reduced the efficiency of the Chinese military. While this was 
problematic across China itself, it proved to be incredibly detrimental 
to North Vietnam, as radicals seized weapons and munitions that were 
being shipped to aid the communist leader Ho Chi Minh. 

With many of their avenues restricted, the People’s Liberation 
Army finally acted by giving the conservative organizations of China 
weapons and munitions. Violence erupted around the country, and the 
death tolls were significantly increased because of the arming of citi¬ 
zens. 

The consequences of these escalating tensions finally exploded in 
Wuhan. Radicals wanted to repay the military and its leaders for having 
curbed their power, staging protests to change the direction that the 
city was taking. They pointed to the “suppression” of the disbanding of 
the Workers’ General Headquarters as a sign that the new government 
was not an improvement. Jiang Qing further excited them by endorsing 
their actions. 

Unable to act against these protests, Chen sought to discuss the 
problems with Zhou Enlai and members of the Central Cultural Revo¬ 
lution Group. One of the few accounts of the decisions of this meeting 
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came from Chen, who said that the group had agreed with him. The 
majority of them felt that it was in the best interest of the region for 
the radical elements to be stopped. Whether or not this account is ac¬ 
curate, word of their decision reached the radical members in Wuhan 
before Beijing could officially issue their verdict on the situation. 

Feeling that she had been undermined, Jiang decried that Chen had 
taken advantage of the situation, and to prevent any action from occur¬ 
ring against the radicals, she actively worked to undermine the progress 
the meeting had yielded. 

While Beijing was caught in its own internal struggle, the two sides 
in Wuhan continued to clash. Chen had been forming a group called 
the Million Heroes, which was filled with men who wanted to main¬ 
tain the status quo and included veterans and other military personnel 
since the disbanding of the Workers’ General Headquarters. Chen said 
that the group did not take a side between the radical and conserva¬ 
tive wings; instead, they sought only to keep order in the region. Clear¬ 
ly, many people on both sides had little reason to believe this claim, as 
Chen and the group had been actively working to stop radical activi¬ 
ties. 


In an effort to finally deescalate the rising tensions, meetings were 
held in the middle of July. Unlike the previous meeting, these meetings 
were held in Wuhan. Beijing sent several representatives: Zhou Enlai, 

Li Zuopeng (a member of the 9 C Politburo in 1969 and close ally of 
Lin Biao), Yang Chengwu (a general in the People’s Liberation Army 
and the Acting Chief of General Staff at the beginning of the Cultural 
Revolution), Wang Li (the man who drafted the “May 16 notification” 
and the head of party propaganda), and Xie Luzhi (a military comman¬ 
der who initially backed the Million Heroes but was entirely loyal to 
Mao and his decisions). Mao even attended a few meetings. This time, 
though, Zhou took the side of the radicals. He and Mao said that the 
disbanding of the Workers’ General Headquarters had been wrong and 
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that it should be reinstated. However, at the same time, Mao claimed 
that he was not attempting to unseat Chen. 

Xie and Wang remained in Wuhan to carry out the decisions from 
these meetings, while the rest of the members returned to Beijing. 
These two party members firmly sided against Chen, and as a result, 
they made the decision to issue a repudiation of the region’s military 
commanders, particularly Chen Xiaolu, for their refusal to follow or¬ 
ders. The meeting was presented as a further endorsement of the radi¬ 
cals by Beijing. 

The Million Heroes were outraged by this portrayal of their at¬ 
tempt to keep order. So, on July 20 c , they stormed the hotel where the 
two men were staying and took them prisoner. Wang Ti was detained, 
and according to some accounts, he was beaten. Despite his position as 
the minister of public security, Xie Fuzhi was also humiliated. A large 
group of supporters of the Million Heroes (some reports saying sever¬ 
al hundred thousand people) began a march through the city, where 
they openly criticized the Central Cultural Revolution Group that had 
backed the Workers’ General Headquarters. Eventually, Wang Ti and 

Xie Fuzhi were rescued and brought back to Beijing on July 25 c . In 
all, about one thousand people were killed during the incident. Chen 
was dragged to Beijing, where he was placed on trial and stripped of his 
position, which angered many of the officers of the People’s Tiberation 
Army. 

Although Chen was removed as the commander, he suffered little 
other punishment. It is likely that Zhou Enlai and Mao Zedong inter¬ 
vened on his behalf since Lin Biao and Jiang Qing were openly hostile 
to him. However, in Chen’s defense, he had actively worked to keep or¬ 
der in a region that was clearly in turmoil. 

Other incidents around China certainly put a spotlight on the 
chaos that the radical wing was sowing across the nation. The division 
between the radicals and the conservatives would continue for another 
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year. However, the July 20 c Incident would force the leaders in Beijing 
to face the chaos of the Red Guards. By turning on the military, they 
were significantly weakening their own standing across the globe, 
which was not what Mao wanted. They would begin to rein in the rad¬ 
ical wing, and a year later, they would initiate the Down to the Coun¬ 
tryside Movement to curb the chaos inspired by the Red Guard. 



Down to the Countryside and the Rise of 

the Military 

By the end of 1968, it was clear that there were too few controls against 
the violence of the Red Guards. Fearing that the economic downturn 
would worsen (as it had during the Great Leap Forward), they initiated 
a new policy called the Up to the Mountains and Down to the Coun¬ 
tryside Movement, better known simply as the Down to the Country¬ 
side Movement. In truth, it was meant to reeducate the students and 
workers who had stopped listening to them. 

During this movement, which occurred two years after the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution began, members of the Red Guard were sent to learn 
about the countryside. They were meant to work in the fields and learn 
about the life of the peasants. Perhaps Mao and his followers were hop¬ 
ing that the violence and destruction would wane as the youths worked 
in the fields. According to Mao, the government wanted the young peo¬ 
ple to understand where the majority of the CPC leaders had started. 
However, their actual goal was to disperse the youth so that they did 
not continue to destroy so much of the nation’s cultural heritage. Ul¬ 
timately, they were successful, as the violence and chaos that the Red 
Guard sowed would be stemmed by the youth being sent to work in 
the fields. It is perhaps ironic that they were forced to learn in a way 
that was much harsher than school had been, but they would not be 
allowed to rebel against the much greater abuses that could happen as 
farmhands. 

The things that were lost at the hands of the zealous Red Guards 
cannot be restored. The party leaders had not fully understood the 
ramifications of trying to mobilize the youth, so they had no controls 
in place to prevent their destruction. The errors that were made by the 
Red Guards were actually similar to several instances of destruction 
from earlier periods of Chinese history. From 246 to 210 BCE, Qin 
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Shi Huang (which literally translates to “First Emperor of Qin”) tried 
to remove all traces of previous rulers, as he desired to create a history 
where he was the first ruler. Not only did he destroy physical evidence, 
but he also had all of the scholars of his time buried alive so that they 
could not teach any of his predecessors. 



Chapter 8 - Border Clashes with the 
Communist Soviets 


As the Red Guards destabilized China from the inside, the Soviet 
Union saw another opportunity to try to take back lands that the two 
countries had each claimed at one point or another since the two coun¬ 
tries were ruled by a tsar and an emperor. By this point, Mao had man¬ 
aged to do more than just isolate China from the West; he had also iso¬ 
lated China from the nation that had once been his biggest supporter. 
This meant that China stood alone, which made them appear weak as 
the internal strife within the country escalated. 

The end result of the clashes over these regions was a global realign¬ 
ment. Even as Mao sought to crush all opposition in his country, he be¬ 
gan to form alliances with Western capitalist countries. People remem¬ 
ber the tension built between the US and the USSR, as well as the ten¬ 
sion between the US and China, but the closest the world came to nu¬ 
clear war was because of the border disputes between China and the 
Soviet Union. 
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Sino-Soviet Disputed Borders 

{Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/tbnmb/ 
l/ll/China_ USSR_E_88.jpg/270px-Cbina_ USSR_E_88.jpg) 





Building Tension along the Border 

By the 1960s, the relationship between Russia and China had only in¬ 
tensified the tensions about which country had control over the lands 
on their borders. China felt that the Soviet Union had gained these 
lands through underhanded treaties, while the leaders of the Soviet 
Union felt that the treaties were legitimate and should be honored. 
During 1963 and 1964, the Chinese government started to openly 
challenge their former communist ally for those areas. Since both coun¬ 
tries were nuclear powers, it further intensified the potential dangers 
both countries posed. 

Between 1965 and 1969, the Soviets had been sending forces to 
the disputed regions. Along the border with China, the Soviet forces 
swelled from 13 to 21 divisions, posing a new military risk to the Chi¬ 
nese. The Red Guards had undermined the power of the military dur¬ 
ing 1967 and 1968, with Jiang Qing further exacerbating the sentiment 
against the military. With a weakened military that was wary of Chi¬ 
nese leadership, Mao was now faced with the prospect of war with their 
former ally, who found themselves in a greater position of power com¬ 
pared to the Chinese. 

As the Soviet military built up its forces on the border, it became 
obvious that China could not continue to operate solely on its own. 
Faced with a military threat internally and externally, China stopped 
seeing the US as its greatest military threat and instead began to recog¬ 
nize that the Soviet Union posed a much greater risk. 

The imminent threat that the Soviet Union presented was realized 
in 1969 when the two sides began skirmishing along the borders. 
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Zhenbao/Damansky Island 


In March 1969, the border clashes moved to a small island known as 
Zhenbao Island in China and Damansky Island in the Soviet Union. 
At the time, the Soviet Union was at the height of its military prowess. 
They had considerably more military might than China, and it was 
their willingness to share nuclear secrets that had allowed China to be¬ 
come a nuclear power, meaning they were more advanced than China 
in that area. 



Zhenbao/Damansky Island 

{Source:https://ivww.languagesoftheu>orld.info/ivp content/uploads/ 
2014/10/Damansky_map-300x225.jpg) 

On March 2 nt \ 1969, the Chinese forces ambushed the Soviets sta¬ 
tioned on the island. The Soviets were taken by surprise since the Chi¬ 
nese soldiers approached them with no guns. Before the Soviets could 
react, though, the Chinese soldiers pulled back their coats, showing 
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that they were, indeed, armed. Taken by surprise, the Soviets had no 
chance to react as Mao’s men mowed down all seven of them. Behind 
the initial Chinese advance, 300 more soldiers of the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army emerged and began shooting at the other Soviets stationed 
on the island. 

Both sides felt that they had a right to be on the island and believed 
that the soldiers from the other side were in the wrong for being there. 
China’s instigation was a highly risky gambit that could have escalated 
into an all-out war. Until that point, the soldiers on the island had 
largely resorted to yelling at each other and occasionally becoming 
physically violent. This was the first time where one of the sides actually 
instigated intentional violence that resulted in severe causalities. It is 
possible that Mao and the People’s Liberation Army thought that the 
Soviet Army would react with either small-scale fighting or that they 
would not retaliate at all. 

The Soviets did not simply respond with force. Some of the elite 
KGB (the main security agency of the USSR) border guards en¬ 
trenched themselves on the island. Camouflaged so that the Chinese 
could not see them, the KGB guards were able to kill an entire detach¬ 
ment of Chinese soldiers quickly. To support the border guards, the So¬ 
viets also sent tanks and rocket artillery to ensure that any Chinese re¬ 
taliation could be quickly put down. 

The two sides began to set up for a longer conflict, but they re¬ 
turned to many of the previous methods of intimidation as they did so. 
Both sides continued shouting at each other and brandishing weapons, 
which were meant to make the other side feel threatened without actu¬ 
ally instigating a fight. Both claimed to own the island and the water¬ 
way, and although it seemed like an insignificant bit of land and water, 
both sides fiercely argued that it was theirs. Technically, the island was 
on the Chinese side of the river, but the Soviet Union controlled every 
other island in the area. 
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Knowing that his men were outmatched, Mao finally allowed for 
talks to resume over the dispute later that year. China may have become 
a nuclear power, but the Soviets would have been able to easily wipe out 
their small body of missiles, leaving China in a terrible position on all 
sides of it. The nuclear power that the Soviets had helped China gain 
had helped make China intimidating to the other nations around them. 
Now, China had placed themselves in a situation where they could lose 
everything they had built up, as territories they had claimed could have 
been easily lost to revolutions. 

Despite the resumption of talks, Mao refused to engage with the 
Soviets. He appointed others to handle the negotiations, knowing that 
the Soviets had the upper hand. 



Turning to Capitalist US to Oppose the 

Soviets 


The Zhenbao/Damansky Island incident highlighted a problem that 
Mao had been ignoring. For years, he had attempted to be a communist 
leader, standing alone in the world. The open conflict with the Soviet 
Union proved that this was not a viable option in the changing world. 
China was large, but it could not stand alone. 

After decades of demonizing capitalism and the US, Mao finally 
turned to them to form a tentative alliance. The US was just as power¬ 
ful as the Soviet Union, and they could provide support from a Soviet 
invasion if needed. For China, an alliance with the US would be a de¬ 
terrent from the Soviet Union in attempting any further actions (de¬ 
spite the fact that it was China who initiated the incident on Zhen¬ 
bao/Damansky Island). This alliance wasn’t exactly a thawing of ideolo¬ 
gies, but it did show that Mao’s ideologies were negotiable. At the time, 
it was not questioned because the threat to China’s borders was both 
physical and close to them. 

It should be noted that the US was actually fairly close to China as 
well, even though the country is located across the ocean. Due to the 
agreement following World War II, the US had stationed some of their 
military strength in Japan, giving them some leverage in the area, but 
they were not considered to be a threat. Unlike the Soviets, they did 
not engage in any direct military aggression against China. In Asia, all 
of the struggles that the US was involved with were proxy wars, such as 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

The US also stood to gain from a tentative alliance with China. 
US President Richard Nixon saw it as an opportunity to drive a bigger 
wedge between the USSR and China. He hoped that it would help to 
further undermine the influence that the USSR had around the world 
as well. This led to the US president doing something that was consid- 
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ered unthinkable by any president since Harry Truman: he met with 
Chairman Mao in China. Mao was equally ready to establish some level 
of civilized discourse with the United States, even after years of point¬ 
ing to the evils of nations like the US. Also, both nations had been 
backing opposing sides in the lengthy Vietnam War, keeping the fight 
going years longer than it likely would have gone on its own. 

Both leaders were acting more in their own interests than in those 
of their people or those who depended on them when the two met in 
China. However, it finally established a dialogue between two of the 
most powerful nations in the world. It was a move that significantly 
shifted how the two sides viewed each other, even as China and the So¬ 
viet Union continued to criticize each other. Ultimately, this meeting 
of two world leaders, whose countries had demonized each other, did 
something that really was best for their people. The kinds of open con¬ 
flict and tension that had plagued the world since the end of World 
War II were greatly diminished, and it helped to set the stage for the 
changes in China that would occur following Mao's death. 

Another reason for this unlikely alliance was the fear of nuclear 
warfare. The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 had been a tense moment 
in world history, but it never resulted in any actual fighting. The Zhen- 
bao/Damansky Island incident was far more precarious since blood 
was actually shed, and both sides had nuclear capabilities. It would have 
been entirely possible for the Soviets to eliminate much of China’s nu¬ 
clear weapons with targeted strikes, and the chain reaction from such 
an event would have been globally catastrophic. This was perhaps the 
biggest reason why both China and the US were willing to compromise 
their ideologies. With the US backing them, the threat of further vio¬ 
lence from the Soviet Union was significantly reduced. The repercus¬ 
sions of such an alliance would play a role in what would happen with¬ 
in China as the nation dealt with the fallout from the Cultural Revolu¬ 


tion. 



Chapter 9 - Lin Biao - The Successor and 

Opponent 

As mentioned before, Lin Biao was one of the leading figures under 
Mao, and for a time, he had even been Mao’s chosen successor. They 
had followed similar trajectories, joining the Communist Party of Chi¬ 
na during the 1920s and fought for them. He had taken control of the 
People’s Liberation Army during the 1950s and earned a strong follow¬ 
ing of his own. 

Like other people who had been under Mao, Lin would become 
a suspect in Mao’s eyes. Despite having spent years developing a bond 
with Mao and having supported his fourth wife, Jiang Qing, Lin would 
fall from power because of Mao’s paranoia. 
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Lin’s Rise in the Communist Party 

Lin Biao was born in 1907, making him over ten years younger than 
Mao. Born to a landlord, his position within the Chinese social struc¬ 
ture at the time was comparable to Mao, though Lin was not a part of 
the peasant class. In 1925, he went to the Whampoa Military Acade¬ 
my after joining the Communist Youth League. During his time at the 
academy, Lin befriended Zhou Enlai. It was after the split between the 
KMT and the CPC that Lin and Mao met. 

In 1928, Lin became the commander of the Red Army’s First Army 
Group. His men fought against the KMT quite successfully. His army 
was known for its mobility, and they captured twice the number of 
prisoners of war and military equipment than two other groups of the 
army combined. However, the KMT grew to be too big of a threat, 
which was when Lin and his men joined the Long March as a part of 
the vanguard. Lin also fought against the Japanese during the Second 
Sino-Japanese War, where he sustained a serious injury. Between 1938 
and 1942, he received medical treatment, traveling to Moscow for his 
treatment and recovery. 

Following the end of the Second Sino-Japanese War, Fin’s military 
strategies against the KMT helped the CPC to rise in power. It was his 
ideas and prowess that helped the CPC gain the upper hand when they 
defeated the KMT in Manchuria. In recognition of his brilliant strate¬ 
gies, Fin was promoted to commander of the Central China Military 
Region. It is unknown what happened to him between 1950 and 1955 
since he apparently suffered from some kind of ailment, although it is 
unknown whether it was physical, mental, or both. Records of his ac¬ 
tivities during this time either have not been made available or were not 
kept. It is known that he did not participate in the Korean War. 

By 1955, though, Fin Biao was back in the public eye, and he was 
elevated to the position of Marshal of the People’s Fiberation Army. 
Three years later, he was named the vice chairman of the Communist 
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Party of China, and the following year, 1959, he became the minister of 
defense. This rapid rise of power over a five-year period after being ab¬ 
sent for some time sent signals to those who supported him, and both 
Lin’s wife and his son began trying to make him Mao’s successor. This 
plotting drew the attention of others and made them feel threatened. 
While it did begin to build support for Lin, it also made him a target 
for others who sought to become Mao’s successor. 

Perhaps the most dangerous attention Lin received at this time 
would be from Mao himself. He had already had his power usurped 
by two men (Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping), which made Mao much 
warier about the men who accumulated power as it could possibly be at 
the expense of his own power and influence. Since the Cultural Revo¬ 
lution had been a way for Mao to regain his power and ensure his own 
legacy, drawing his attention was dangerous indeed. 



Accumulation of Power and Becoming 
the Apparent Successor 

Lin’s history with the CPC and his fairly quick rise through the ranks 
gained him recognition. His military prowess had repeatedly proven 
that he was capable of helping to protect the country, and he had ingra¬ 
tiated himself by creating the “Four Firsts” program. This program had 
four primary foci: 

- Men over weapons 

- Politics over work 

- Ideology over routine 

- Practical thought over book-learning 

The ideals that Lin had put forward as part of his program were a 
succinct expression of the ideology of the Cultural Revolution. At the 
time, Mao had taken a greater interest in the ideas of self-sacrifice and 
becoming self-sufficient, both of which became valuable following the 
serious issues caused by the Great Leap Forward. Seeing how Mao’s in¬ 
terests and vision were changing, Lin had adapted to further push his 
agenda. 

Lin aided in building the cult of personality that ensured Mao 
would return to power and retain it. To do that, Lin ensured that the 
military developed a type of reverence for Mao, sending them to a 
school that followed Mao Zedong Thought, also known as Maoism. He 
decided to collect quotes and ideas that Mao had expressed over the 
years and had them compiled into the Little Red Book. 

This book was distributed among the military and the Red Guards. 
To this day, the book is second only to the Bible in the number of books 
published in the world. Condensed versions were published so that it 
could be carried in a person’s shirt pocket. Men often kept it next to 
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their hearts to show their patriotism and dedication to Mao’s ideolo¬ 
gies. 

In addition to providing a lot of support for Mao, Lin worked with 
Jiang Qing, Mao’s fourth wife, to build her own support base. As she 
sought to gain power within her husband’s government, Lin brought 
her supporters that could boost her abilities, resulting in the Gang of 
Four. 

All of his efforts to push Mao’s agenda and support those closest to 

him seemed to pay off at the 9^ National Party Congress of the CPC 
held in April 1969. During the Congress, Mao named Lin as his suc¬ 
cessor. At the same time, the military gained an even tighter grip over 
the nation as the leaders attempted to exert more control following the 
chaos caused by the Red Guards. Since the military personnel began to 
play a larger role in the government, Lin gained more support within 
the government, as well as from the military. 

Lin’s power became even more potentially threatening because of 
the clashes with the Soviet Union during 1969. As a result of these 
clashes, martial law was declared. Following the declaration, Lin began 
to remove people who were in opposition to his policies and, perhaps 
more importantly, those men who threatened his own position as the 


successor. 



Suspicion and Ousting 

Despite the relationship that the two men had developed over the 
decades, Mao was acutely aware of Lin’s actions. As Lin began to con¬ 
solidate his power and remove his opposition, Mao became suspicious 
of Lin’s intentions. The moves that Lin made following the declaration 
of succession seemed to be a move that would eventually displace Mao. 
Mao’s experiences had taught him to be wary of those who sought pow¬ 
er, and fearing that he would again be replaced, Mao began to under¬ 
mine Lin. Zhou Enlai was eager to align with Mao and push Lin out 
of his position. It is also possible that Mao’s wife joined in the effort to 
remove Lin, but Chen Boda, Mao’s assistant, did not agree that Lin was 
a threat. He worked to support Lin in the hopes that the CPC would 
not be removed. 

Chen would prove to be the perfect warning to Lin. Because of his 
support for Lin, Chen was removed from public positions and disap¬ 
peared from public view entirely during the summer of 1970. 

Word began to spread that Lin and those who supported him were 
planning to instigate a coup against Mao. Whether or not this was true, 
Mao moved against Lin. It is said that while Lin was attempting to flee 
from Mao, as well as from the fallout of his alleged coup, he was killed 
in a plane crash in 1971, along with several members of his family. He 
was immediately vilified by the Gang of Four, whom he had brought to¬ 
gether in the first place. By 1974, they had begun an intense campaign 
to smear his memory. 

Like the people whom Stalin had persecuted out of paranoia, Mao 
and his supporters all but wiped Lin Biao from the history books. 
However, photographs were not modified to remove him, something 
that Stalin had done to those whom he removed from power or had ex¬ 
ecuted. Over the years, Lin has begun to be reinserted into the history 
of the rise of the CPC. He had been instrumental in many of the par¬ 
ty’s victories, had led the People’s Liberation Army, and had provided 
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invaluable services to Mao, particularly The Little Red Book. The intro¬ 
duction of Lin back into history is just another example of how Mao’s 
policies have been undone since his death. 

A more immediate problem for Mao and those close to him, 
though, was the fact that they had already seriously harmed the military 
with their directions to the military and security not to stop the Red 
Guards. By binding the military’s hands, Mao and his followers created 
a different set of problems, particularly after the Wuhan Incident. The 
loyalty that Mao had inspired in the early days was partly lost as he 
was undermining the rise of military personnel. Instead of giving them 
power, power was given to youths who went entirely unchecked for 
more than a year. With the ostracization of Lin and the engaging of ac¬ 
tivities that had resulted in his death, Mao and his followers had further 
split the party. Mao did not live to see how the military turned against 
him, but by the time he died, he had made a number of enemies among 
some powerful and well-respected members of the military. Without 
Mao, those who were closest to the late leader would feel the wrath of 
the military who had become disillusioned by the Cultural Revolution. 



Chapter 10 - Health Issues and Slipping 
Grip on the Revolution 

As a part of the cult of personality that Mao had built around himself, 
physical strength and ability was an important part. The media cover¬ 
age of his swimming in the Chang Jiang (Yangtze River) is only one ex¬ 
ample of how he demonstrated that he was still a capable leader. How¬ 
ever, he was in his 70s when he built the cult around him. During the 
1970s, Mao entered his 80s, and his health was not nearly as robust as 
the way he had it portrayed it to China. 
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Deteriorating Health 

The displays of his physical fitness were necessary to convince the peo¬ 
ple that he was capable of leading the nation. This was more of a chal¬ 
lenge than one might think, especially considering the life expectancy 
in China in I960 was just under 44 years old. Mao was already well be¬ 
yond that expectancy and had lived through some very difficult years. 

To ensure that his image was as a fit, healthy man in his 70s, Mao 
made sure that no information on his health issues was published. Age 
was not his only concern; he could not afford to show any weakness¬ 
es that could be exploited. As he aged, and as his health deteriorated, 
Mao had reason to be concerned about how his condition would be 
perceived, both by the people of China and those who wanted to dis¬ 
place him. 

Some of his habits would be considered unhygienic by Western 
standards. Instead of bathing, he wiped his body down with a warm 
towel regularly. He was also a heavy smoker, which harmed his lungs, 
mouth, and reduced his ability to exercise. Instead of brushing his 
teeth, he used tea to rinse his mouth. Combined with his refusal to 
see a dentist and smoking regularly, Mao suffered from chronic dental 
issues, including losing his top row of teeth. He was said to have had 
problems with body lice as well, which could have been due to the bed 
that he slept in nearly everywhere he went. Because of the fatty foods 
that he ate and his unhealthy hygiene, a chest pustule formed on his 
chest in 1963. This became a life-threatening abscess because of how 
poorly he tended to his basic needs. 

Even though Mao expressed anger and resentment over the Chi¬ 
nese emperors who had ruled the nation for centuries, he actually lived 
a life that mirrored their decadence and excess. He not only over-in¬ 
dulged in fatty foods, but he also had four wives throughout his life. 
Following the belief extolled by the Chinese emperors, Mao likewise 
kept many mistresses. With his wives, he fathered nine children, and 
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it is unknown how many illegitimate children he had. By 1955, Mao 
had already suffered from a number of venereal diseases, some of which 
would never fully disappear. The number of ailments that he suffered 
as a young man would further weaken him and make regular activities 
more difficult. 

His first known illness occurred in 1924 during the squabbles with¬ 
in the fledgling CPC. The high levels of stress during this period affect¬ 
ed Mao, causing him issues like insomnia. The period of political tur¬ 
moil and the psychosomatic ailments that it caused Mao would con¬ 
tinue to impact his health for the rest of his life. When Mao would 
become stressed, health issues would present themselves, although the 
symptoms would vary. Sometimes Mao would suffer from constipation 
and dizziness; other times he would become impotent or depressed. 
Because of these unpredictable symptoms and how they affected his 
temper and sleep schedule, Mao expected those around him to keep 
a more erratic schedule based on when he was active. He would call 
meetings after midnight and require that all necessary people attend. 
Mao took medication for his insomnia so he could get some kind of 
sleep. Over time, though, he developed an intolerance, and he had to 
take stronger drugs, including barbiturates. Sadly, Mao developed a de¬ 
pendence on these drugs. 

His habitual smoking exacerbated illnesses that Mao had as a child. 
Mao had not been the healthiest youth, and he suffered from regular 
colds and bronchitis. After suffering health problems for most of his 
life, Mao finally agreed to allow medical experts to conduct a radiolog¬ 
ical examination in 1970. They found that he was suffering from pneu¬ 
monia. When he came down with a more severe respiratory infection a 
year later, Mao initially refused treatment. It was only after his situation 
worsened and that Mao began to pass out that he allowed specialists to 
give him a thorough examination. What the medical specialists found 
was that he was suffering from congestive cardiac failure and emphyse¬ 
ma. This led to him finally giving up smoking in 1973. 



Slipping Control over the Party 

It might seem odd to go on a sidenote about Mao’s health, but it played 
an important role in the decline of Mao’s hold over the government 
and the CPC, as well as what happened after Lin Biao died. His erratic 
schedule, unhealthy lifestyle, and chronic health problems significantly 
hindered Mao’s abilities as a leader. Knowing that his poor health and 
old age made him a target for people who sought to replace him, Mao 
fell victim to a common problem for almost every tyrant—he devel¬ 
oped severe paranoia. The most obvious example of his paranoia was in 
the way he treated Lin Biao nearly as soon as Lin was named his succes¬ 
sor. 

The last four years of Mao’s life were a downward spiral of his slip¬ 
ping power and paranoia. In turn, he became less personable and more 
irritable. The worse his mental state became, the more the issues man¬ 
ifested as physical problems. His ability to speak was affected, which 
made him even more irritable, and his physical activities were limited 
by his weakening muscles and a progressive loss of hearing and sight. 
After agreeing to limited cataract surgery in 1975, some of Mao’s vision 
was restored. 

These apparent weaknesses and Mao’s growing paranoia did not go 
unnoticed by those around him. After Lin’s death, many of the leaders 
began to hope for a change in the nation. By going after the military 
support of Lin, Mao’s popularity decreased, and his biggest supporters 
began to make power grabs under him. 

It was Zhou Enlai who offered Mao the best support after Lin’s 
death. Understanding the situation better than Mao, Zhou helped to 
keep the fallout from Lin’s death from spiraling out of control. Having 
spent much of his life dedicated to Mao, Zhou had many personal rea¬ 
sons for protecting the chairman. It was Zhou who began to spread the 
word of Lin’s planned coup and smear the late leader’s reputation. The 
CPC, under the direction of Zhou, took control over the military men 

88 



THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


89 


who had served under Lin. Once these measures were in place, making 
sure that there were few (if any) people who would extoll Lin’s life, the 
CPC let the nation know of Lin’s demise. It was largely Zhou’s efforts 
that ensured that Mao’s leadership remained intact after the death of his 
successor. 

As a result of his work to minimize the damage to the party after 
Lin’s death, Zhou had managed to gain more attention among the oth¬ 
er leaders, and so, he began to act against some of the persecution that 
had been perpetuated since the beginning of the Cultural Revolution. 
He published an article about the role of established bureaucrats, say¬ 
ing they were valuable and should be listened to instead of being perse¬ 
cuted. 

However, Zhou’s actions were against what the Gang of Four was 
attempting to do. They began to exclude him from their meetings and 
tried to further their own agenda instead. Mao was aware of how his 
supporters were fighting, and he did not approve of the way that the 
Gang of Four was trying to forward their own agenda. While he did 
criticize Jiang Qing and the Gang of Four for their excess, he once again 
failed to check it. As a result, the Gang of Four continued to push their 
own agenda out to the people. 

Mao may not have checked their actions, but he began to look at 
the Gang of Four, including his wife, with more suspicion. Once, he 
even went as far as to say that “Jiang is conspiring.” As a result, he be¬ 
came more openly critical of the group that claimed to be his most 
dedicated followers. They were attempting to undermine Zhou’s work, 
even though Zhou ensured that Mao remained in power and that Chi¬ 
na could find a safe way through the Cultural Revolution. 

As a result of the infighting, Mao turned to someone whom he had 
already persecuted and removed from power once—Deng Xiaoping. 
By 1975, Mao’s health was failing, and Deng had already proved before 
that he could control the direction of the country. Deng was also not 
embroiled in the political struggles of Mao’s other followers. 
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This willingness to install someone whom Mao had already re¬ 
moved from power showed just how paranoid and wary he was of his 
other supporters. Deng was someone that Mao had more control over 
because Deng was placed in his position solely by Mao. When the na¬ 
tional economy began to improve as a direct result of Deng’s skills and 
abilities, Mao was reminded just how different their plans for the fu¬ 
ture were. 



Chapter 11 - The lO** 1 Cong ress and the 
Shifting of Power 

Between 1975 and 1976, the internal power struggles divided the 
CPC, and Mao largely let the sides continue their feuding. It is possible 
that he knew that if they went after each other, they would not be able 
to attack him. The problem was that this undermined the progress that 
Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping had made to fix the problems caused by 
the Cultural Revolution. By the end of 1975, the Gang of Four would 
finally take the control they felt they deserved. 
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The 10 th National Cong ress 

At the end of August 1973, the leading party members and the govern¬ 
ment met in Beijing for the 10* National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China. Zhou had been working to fix the problems of the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution, and as such, one of the primary purposes of the 10 c 
Congress was to hear his report on how his efforts had been going. 

Zhou provided a detailed report on the alleged conspiracy of Lin, 
which made criticism of Lin now a primary focus of the event. The 
rules of the party were being reformed as a response to the events fol¬ 
lowing Lin’s removal and death, though most of the changes were mi¬ 
nor. One of the largest changes was the election of members to the 

10 th Central Committee of the CPC. Some of the new members in¬ 
cluded the Gang of Four. Although the 10 c National Congress accom¬ 
plished some things, it essentially ensured the continuation of the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution, as it failed to directly address the problems that it had 
caused. 

In January 1974, Jiang Qing called a meeting of more than 10,000 
party members and members of major organizations. It was to be the 
start of the Criticize Lin, Criticize Confucius Campaign. It was no¬ 
table that Zhou was not included in this meeting. Instead of using it 
as a way to slander him, Qing would proudly declare, “I didn’t invite 
Zhou to this meeting at all,” making it known that the Gang of Four 
was now working to ostracize the man that was working to repair the 
financial damages China’s economy had suffered during the Cultural 
Revolution. 

When Mao learned that the Gang of Four had not only under¬ 
mined the man he had relied on to help fix issues but had also tried 
to broadcast their meeting, he stopped them. Seeing these actions as a 
power play against him, as it was undermining something he had initi- 
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ated, Mao was openly critical of Qing and the Gang of Four. Howev¬ 
er, he did not go any further than criticizing their excessive behavior. 
Their broadcasts were stopped, but the spreading of the movement to 
discredit and smear Lin Biao was not stopped. 

The Gang of Four again drew Mao’s attention when they began to 
try to undermine Zhou. They tried to criticize him and the bureaucrats 
Zhou had helped to restore to their previous positions. While they had 
successfully picked up the movement that Zhou had begun against Lin, 
they were not adept at creating their own movement. Their attempts 
to criticize Zhou were petty and showed a lack of understanding about 
how four were things worked. By picking on trivial things to criticize, 
the Gang of Four failed to gain much traction with the people. This was 
when Mao truly started to see them as a threat to himself. Zhou’s work 
was helping to restore Mao’s image, while the Gang of Four was trying 
to tarnish him. 



Results of Deng’s Policies and His 
Second Removal 


As mentioned before, the Chinese economy suffered over the course of 
the Cultural Revolution. According to reports, the industrial and agri¬ 
cultural index dropped nearly ten percent between 1966 and 1967, the 
first year of the revolution. It went down another 4.2% over the course 
of the next year. These losses did not include the destruction wrought 
by the Red Guards, only the financial losses stemming from the bad 
policies and lack of control over the economy. This time, the problems 
stemmed almost solely from the policies and persecutions by the gov¬ 
ernment; natural disasters did not exacerbate the economic downfall 
the way it had during the Great Leap Forward. Mao’s and the CPC’s 
policies did not destroy the fields as they had a decade earlier, but they 
also did not encourage economic growth. Instead, they turned on the 
people who could have helped to move China forward. 

Like during the Great Leap Forward, Deng Xiaoping was able to 
start repairing a lot of the damage from the bad policies. Deng rec¬ 
ognized that the only way to start China on a more progressive path 
was to restore the intellectuals and the educational system, and so, he 
worked to make them feel more welcome in the country, a country that 
had been rejecting them for most of the last decade. 

In January 1975, the 4 C National People’s Congress was held. The 
purpose of this meeting was to put Deng and Zhou at the center of 
the party. They wanted to begin advancing the nation by implementing 
new and progressive types of agriculture, industry, defense, and sci¬ 
ences. 

Within a year, Deng’s efforts were already starting to show. Where 
the start of the Cultural Revolution had seen a significant drop in pro¬ 
ductivity and damage to the economy, after Deng’s first year leading the 
CPC, the output in the agriculture and industry index increased by al- 
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most twelve percent. Advancements were seen, most notably in the in¬ 
dustry and agriculture sectors, and it was in large part because of the 
support for Deng. Even Mao openly supported him. Between the pro¬ 
gressive movement, the industrialization of the nation, and the restora¬ 
tion of veteran bureaucrats, morale began to rise across the country, as 
people began to see their daily lives begin to improve. Unfortunately, 
this would not be seen as a positive thing by Mao, who felt Deng was 
again leading the country in the wrong direction. This marked Deng as 
a problem, despite the good that his policies and actions brought. 

While it was certainly beneficial to the nation, the changes that 
Deng was enacting went against what the Cultural Revolution was try¬ 
ing to accomplish. The Gang of Four was able to exploit this to some 
extent, and Mao could not continue to ignore how Deng was restor¬ 
ing the things that Mao had worked to remove. The rising tension be¬ 
cause of this diverging of ideas finally clashed in November of 1975. 
Mao’s apprehensions about Deng would be exploited by Mao Yuanxin, 
his nephew. Mao Zedong did not even bother to verify the rumors 
that his nephew told him, instead choosing to act against the man who 
was fixing the problems that Mao and his close followers had caused. 
Mao instructed that a new movement be initiated, which came to be 
called “Criticize Deng, Counterattack the Right-Deviationist Rever- 
sal-of-Verdicts Trend.” 

Instructions to undermine Deng were spread within the party dur¬ 
ing February 1976. The CPC leaders from around the nation were pro¬ 
vided with instructions from Mao. These instructions included a criti¬ 
cism of how Deng had lost the important battle against the enemies of 
China. Word of the criticism spread all over China, effectively ending 
Deng’s ability to make any more progress. 



Zhou Enlai’s Death 


Another significant blow to progress in China came in early January 
1976 when Zhou Enlai died. Mao had continued to rely on Zhou, even 
as he turned against everyone else. His death was also a significant blow 
to many of the party leaders. 

While most of the country grieved, the Gang of Four saw an op¬ 
portunity. Zhou had successfully blocked them, so following his death, 
they sought ways to actively undermine Zhou’s legacy. They started 
their attacks on his memory at his funeral. 

The Gang of Four actively blocked others from conducting activi¬ 
ties that would show their respect for Zhou. They also worked to ma¬ 
nipulate the media to hide how much the leader was being mourned. 
Despite the efforts of the Gang of Four, millions of people gathered to 

send Zhou off on January 1 l c , 1976. And their antics to try to hide 
the number of people who were grieving actually angered a lot of peo¬ 
ple in the country. The Gang of Four lacked an understanding of what 
had made Zhou’s movement against Fin Biao so successful. Unlike the 
people that they slandered, the Gang of Four was not made up of in¬ 
tellectuals, and ultimately, their desire for power without any qualifica¬ 
tions would catch up to them. 
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The Tiananmen Incident 


Since the Gang of Four prohibited open grieving, people around Bei¬ 
jing spontaneously went to Tiananmen Square at the end of March to 
grieve Zhou’s death. The more people who joined, the more openly crit¬ 
ical they became of the Gang of Four. An increasing number of people 
decided to start openly acting against the Gang of Four, placing wreaths 
around the square as well as posters. Over time, they started to give 
speeches in Zhou’s honor. This public display grew into open criticism 
of the Gang of Four in the form of poems and songs. The people were 
expressing their thoughts on the political situation and singing about 
how the populace of China felt about the current situation, as well as 
their admiration for Zhou. 

Similar to how they had made petty and feeble attempts to under¬ 
mine Zhou in 1975, the Gang of Four began to try to sabotage the 
movement in Tiananmen Square. They tried to get members of the 
CPC to halt the displays and demanded that the leaders of different 
regions monitor the people, warning that they could become a serious 
problem. The Gang of Four even attempted to command the leaders to 
keep people from going to mourn Zhou at Tiananmen Square. 

This was a significant miscalculation on the part of the Gang of 
Four. The people were not only mourning the loss of one of their great 
leaders, but they were also angry at the Gang of Four for trying to pre¬ 
vent them from mourning. They had also suffered unnecessary finan¬ 
cial hardships and economic problems until Deng’s changes, which on¬ 
ly added to their resentment. 

Knowing that the Gang of Four and others were trying to suppress 
their emotions, the movement continued to grow, reaching a fervor on 

April 4 C . Hundreds of thousands traveled to Tiananmen Square, com¬ 
pletely ignoring the ban on large gatherings. United in their sorrow and 
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anger, the people essentially launched a demonstration against the peo¬ 
ple who were obviously trying to control their thinking. 

Not believing that the people were capable of their own thought, 
the Gang of Four decided that Deng Xiaoping must have acted against 
them. Mao’s health was failing, but they still sought for him to stop the 
mourning. They tried to persuade him that the people who were ignor¬ 
ing their prohibition on it were enemies of the Cultural Revolution, 
and their expressed emotions were supposed to be proof of that. 

After things had settled down that evening in Tiananmen Square, 
the People’s Tiberation Army had the posters, wreaths, and other dis¬ 
plays of respect removed. When the people arrived the next morning to 
continue their grieving, they were angered by the elimination of their 
memorials. With emotions running high, a riot began in Tiananmen 
Square. The large crowd quickly got out of control, setting police vehi¬ 
cles on fire and forcing their way into government buildings. 

Unable to allow the riot to continue, police, security forces, and ur¬ 
ban militia were deployed by the Gang of Four to force the mourners- 
turned-rioters to leave. By the next day, forty people had been arrested, 
and all of the displays of mourning were once again removed. One pos¬ 
itive note during this incident was that there were no deaths. 

Similar incidents occurred in other cities around China. Zhou En- 
lai had been a beloved member of the CPC, and the people knew how 
much work he had done. However, the damage to Deng Xiaoping was 
final. Having again been tied to unrest in the country, he was forced out 
of the party yet again. 



Chapter 12 - Mass Killings in China and 
Devastation in Northern China 

Over the ten years of the Cultural Revolution, the violence and killings 
often caused a lot of upheaval throughout China. The activities of the 
Red Guards were just the start of the problem. After the Red Terror, 
there were three more massacres that devastated most of the nation. No 
one was safe, and terror made people mistrust even their own family 
members. 

The financial devastation may not have been as severe as the prob¬ 
lems caused by the Great heap Forward, but the elimination of intellec¬ 
tuals, educators, and educated people would hinder progress for years 
to come. The industrialization that Mao wanted to make in the nation 
was not possible with the kinds of changes he made and the paranoia 
that his policies instilled in the people. Many of them had been forced 
into work camps in an attempt to reeducate them, often resulting in 
their deaths. Some managed to flee, but the damage had already been 
done. The persecution of the people who could have helped establish 
China as the leader that Mao dreamed of being devastated the nation. 
Once Mao died, the nation had too few well-educated people to quick¬ 
ly undo the damage the late leader had caused, due to his support of vi¬ 
olence and mistrust of people who could think for themselves. 

These problems would only be further aggravated by Mao’s refusal 
to accept aid from other countries. 
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Events of Mass Killing 

The Red Terror in 1966 was only the first of four major violent out¬ 
bursts in China. The threat of violence hung over the people’s heads for 
most of the decade, but there were times of relative quiet (or at least 
anxious peace), which would eventually be punctured by extreme vio¬ 
lence. 
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All-round Civil War 


Mao celebrated his 73 lc ^ birthday, which was on December 26^, 1966, 
by calling for an “All-round civil war” to restore his power. Mao had 
already made violence an integral part of reclaiming power, but now, 
it was no longer limited to the Red Guards—he was condoning it all 
across the country. The People’s Liberation Army called for military 
support to help remove enemies and their sympathizers. Involving the 
military only helped to ensure that many people would die. Armed 
conflicts arose all across China, and the military had a large supply of 
weapons that they were willing to use against the people. Innocent, un¬ 
armed civilians were killed for no apparent reason, pogroms were im¬ 
plemented to reeducate “enemies,” and people accused of conspiring 
against the Cultural Revolution were tortured. Investigations against 
those who were accused spread fear across most of the country. 

The number of casualties during this period range from a half- 
million to a million. According to a document released by the CPC 
years after the Cultural Revolution had ended, 237,000 were killed and 
730,000 people were disabled. 

The second major outbreak of mass killings occurred during 1967. 
It was primarily an extension of the Red Terror, but it was part of 
a much larger effort to remove Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping from 
power and install Mao as the primary leader again. The Red Guards 
moved well beyond the confines of the major cities, affecting most of 
the provinces in the country. 
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New Organs of Power Killings 


Once the majority of Mao’s opposition was purged from the CPC 
and the country, Mao sought to construct a new power structure. This 
new government was intended to begin with revolutionary commit¬ 
tees, which would be established throughout China. Every jurisdiction 
within China was meant to have a committee by the Chinese New Year, 
February 1968. However, this deadline was missed because of the up¬ 
heaval caused by the “All-around civil war.” Upset that his new govern¬ 
mental organ was not ready to function as he wanted, Mao initiated 
political campaigns to empower the committees that had been estab¬ 
lished. 

The first campaign was called the “Cleanse the Class Ranks,” and it 
was meant to discover all class enemies within the party. They were pri¬ 
marily focused on finding members of the KMT who had not yet left, 
but they also condoned the persecution of people who fit into one of 
the Five Black Categories (see Chapter 6). In the hands of some politi¬ 
cians, the abuses of this campaign were nearly immediate, as they saw 
this as the perfect opportunity to eliminate their own opponents. 

This was the bloodiest of the campaigns, and it was estimated that 
over half a million people died as people tried to find a way to climb the 
ranks in the newly formed committees. 

During July 1968, Mao and the party realized that the first cam¬ 
paign had not gone as intended. To rein in the violence, they issued two 
separate public notices that demanded that all armed conflicts must 
end. To end the conflicts, the provincial militaries were given permis¬ 
sion to suppress the rebel factions. Naturally, this was also abused in 
many places. New massacres were instigated in the name of ending the 
massacres that had been caused by the first campaign. 

The second campaign occurred in January of 1970 and was called 
One Strike-Three Anti. All of the new organs of Mao’s government had 
been formed, and so, he wanted to consolidate his power. The govern- 
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ment provided some justifications for why this campaign should go for¬ 
ward, but the real reason that the campaign happened was to further 
remove any opposition that had grown over the years. According to 
documents from the time, 284,800 people were arrested or killed be¬ 
cause they were suspected to be spies, traitors, or counterrevolution¬ 
aries. A total of 1.87 million people endured persecution during the 
ten months of terror of this campaign. It is estimated that the number 
of victims (both those who were imprisoned, tortured, persecuted, or 
killed and their surviving families) totaled a full eighth of the nation’s 
population. 

The final campaign occurred during February of 1971. In an effort 
to defend the creation and purpose of the new organs of the govern¬ 
ment, the CPC announced the “Investigation on the May 16 Counter¬ 
revolutionary Clique.” Armed with an excuse to instigate a new witch¬ 
hunt, people again turned against each other in an effort to gain more 
political power. Expanding beyond just the people in power, those 
hunting for detractors also looked for people who were opposed to the 
new government organs. It was the longest campaign of them all, as it 
was meant to solidify the place of the committees. Starting at the be¬ 
ginning of 1970, it lasted until 1976 when the Cultural Revolution fi¬ 
nally ended. 



The Great Tangshan Earthquake 

The Cultural Revolution did not run into any serious natural disasters 

like during the Great Leap Forward. However, on July 28 c , 1976, an 
earthquake that measured 7.6 on the seismic magnitude scale struck 
the region around Tangshan, located in the Hebei province. The im¬ 
mediate death toll has been recorded as being between 242,000 to 
700,000 people. 



Location of the Tangshan Earthquake 

( Source: https://upload.wikimedia.Org/wikipedia/commons/3/3d/ 

1976_ Tangshan.png) 

Tangshan was one of the industrial cities in China at the time, and 
an estimated one million people lived there. The earthquake was es¬ 
timated to have leveled approximately 85% of the buildings. The city 
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had been built on soft soil that was often further softened when the 
nearby Luan River flooded. When the ground shook, the soil essen¬ 
tially swallowed buildings up. The earthquake was actually so power¬ 
ful that buildings as far away as Beijing took damage. The distance be¬ 
tween Tangshan and Beijing is roughly 87 miles (140 kilometers). The 
tremors from the quake were felt as far away as Xian, which is 470 miles 
away (756 kilometers). 

In the city of Tangshan, people were trapped under rubble, and 
coal miners in surrounding areas were crushed by the collapsing mines. 
Several strong aftershocks further destabilized the region. When the 
tectonic plates stopped shifting, all of the methods of transportation 
into the city were destroyed. 

Mao’s health was so bad during this period of time that he was in 
the hospital when the earthquake struck. Instead of rushing to help the 
devastated city, the government instead hurried to check on Mao to 
make sure that he was comfortable. Word had not yet reached the gov¬ 
ernment in Beijing about the devastation the earthquake had wrecked, 
but they also did not seem interested in learning what places could have 
been harmed by the earthquake. It was only when Li Yulin, a coal min¬ 
er from Tangshan, arrived after a six-hour drive to the capital that they 
learned what had happened. Even after learning of the devastation from 
a firsthand account, the government was slow in organizing relief for 
the city. 

For days, the city of Tangshan was forced to struggle through the 
wreckage without support. They looked for survivors in the rubble and 
established a place to store the dead in the ravaged streets. The first kind 
of support that the government sent in was in the form of a plane that 
released disinfectant over the shattered city in an attempt to prevent 
the spread of disease. 

The People’s Liberation Army sent in troops who were ill-equipped 
to handle any aspect of the problems the city faced. Because the roads 
and railways to the city had been destroyed, the soldiers had been 



106 


CAPTIVATING HISTORY 


forced to walk considerable distances just to reach the people in need. 
They did not have cranes or trucks to move the rubble, so medicine and 
other necessary emergency equipment were left behind. Tired from 
having to travel on foot, the soldiers were required to immediately get 
to work to search for survivors and clean up the wreckage. They didn’t 
even have gloves to begin their efforts. Although they had some limited 
success, the rescuers were at a serious disadvantage in trying to help the 
people of Tangshan. With the slow dribble of support, the region suf¬ 
fered significant damage and loss of life before any of the party leaders 
began to consider how best to address the disaster. It showed how the 
party had entirely lost focus on bettering China, choosing instead to 
fight for scraps of power. There were a few leaders who did act, though, 
and they would gain recognition for their actions and the support of 
the people following Mao’s demise. It is interesting to note that this was 
in stark contrast to the reactions of Mao’s closest supporters. 

Hua Guofeng, who became acting premier after the death of Zhou 
Enlai, realized that the situation was dire. He had been an official 
in Hunan from 1949 to 1971, near where Mao had grown up. This 
was likely what attracted Mao’s attention, especially since Hua was a 

staunch supporter. On August 4 1 , Hua went to visit the city to offer 
his condolences and support. His apparent interest in the people set 
him apart from the Gang of Four. Following the disaster, the Gang of 
Four sent out a broadcast that stated the people needed to maintain 
focus on denouncing Deng, the enemy, and not be distracted by other 
matters. According to Jiang Qing, the hundreds of thousands who died 
were insignificant compared to the millions who would be affected if 
Deng remained in power. 

The government announced the disaster throughout China but hid 
the devastation from the rest of the world. It would be several years 
before the world would learn how much damage the earthquake had 
wrought in the nation. However, the rest of the world was not totally 
unaware at the time that there had been a disaster, as it was impossi- 
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ble to miss an earthquake of that magnitude. Offers of support and aid 
were offered to China from many nations, but the Chinese government 
refused to accept any external aid. Even the efforts of the United Na¬ 
tions to provide assistance were rejected, with the Chinese government 
telling their people that they should “Resist the Earthquake and Res¬ 
cue Ourselves.” 

This lack of regard for the people and obvious concern only for 
themselves would ultimately be the undoing of the Gang of Four. The 
earthquake was simply the last straw after a series of careless power 
grabs that the Gang of Four had made. The devastation from this mas¬ 
sive earthquake finally brought about exactly what Mao had feared, 
though he would not live to see China reject his Cultural Revolution. 



Chapter 13- End of the Cultural 
Revolution 


The end of Mao’s life was full of suspicion, paranoia, failing health, and 
a growing unhappiness with his rule. It was similar to what had oc¬ 
curred following the Great Leap Forward; it had just taken longer to 
reach that point because he had learned to manipulate the youth in his 
favor. Without recurring natural disasters to show just how ineffective 
and disastrous his policies were, it took longer for the people to see the 
dangers inherent in the fear and anger that Mao had stoked for a decade 
under the guise of a revolution. 
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Mao’s Death 


When US President Richard Nixon visited for the first time in 1972, 
Mao’s health had already significantly deteriorated. Mao extended 
Nixon another invitation to visit, but Mao would not live to see the sec¬ 
ond visit. 

On September 9 C , 1976, Mao Zedong died following a heart at¬ 
tack. The ill will against Mao that had started following the Tiananmen 
Square incident was quickly quashed following his death, and the peo¬ 
ple began to view him as a hero once again. The mistake that was the 
Cultural Revolution was not placed at his feet. Instead, people began 
to see him as a kind leader who had been given bad advice by those 
who were supposed to help and support him. All across China, people 
mourned the loss of a man who had established a strong cult of person¬ 
ality around him. 

As others mourned, the Gang of Four focused on trying to elimi¬ 
nate all of their rivals, with their first target being the military and the 
leaders of the CPC. They attempted to move the capital to Shanghai 
because they believed it would weaken both the CPC and the govern¬ 
ment, meaning that they would become essential members of the new 
government that would form. Mao had jealously guarded the leader¬ 
ship of the country, often undermining those who would follow him. 
As his staunchest supporters, the Gang of Four hoped to use his death 
as a way of advancing themselves. The attempt by the Gang of Four to 
move the capital was met with suspicion by the veteran bureaucrats, 
the very ones that Zhou Enlai had reinstated. The veterans saw what 
the Gang of Four was trying to do, and they were prepared to support 
the government and the CPC that the Gang of Four was attempting to 
weaken. 


109 



The End of the Gang of Four 

While the Gang of Four had amassed a considerable amount of power 
during Mao’s reign, once he died, they no longer had a figurehead to 
follow. Nor did they have someone who would offer them similar pro¬ 
tection. Yet, somehow, they failed to realize their own precarious po¬ 
sition. Feeling that they were more powerful than other members of 
the CPC—including Hua Guofeng—they attempted to cement their 
power over the government, but none of the four succeeded. 

Much as Nikita Khrushchev had managed to keep a positive rela¬ 
tionship with Stalin long enough to survive the brutal Soviet leader, 
Mao’s chosen successor, Hua Guofeng, managed not to anger or draw 
suspicion to himself. However, unlike Khrushchev, Hua had actually 
been chosen by the late leader. This meant that he had a better claim 
to understanding Mao’s vision than the Gang of Four, who had once 
supported the former leader. Upon Mao’s demise, Hua acted quickly to 
ensure that the power the Gang of Four held was neutralized. This was 
much easier for him to accomplish because he not only had the support 
of the government and military, but the people also sided with him. 
Hua was the one who had showed compassion and a desire to assist the 
victims of Tangshan. In time, Hua was able to eliminate the Gang of 
Four by openly denouncing them as the cause for the excesses and prob¬ 
lems that were the direct results of the Cultural Revolution. Instead of 
accusing the man who began the terror and problems for being wrong, 
although it is likely that Hua would not have done that anyways, Hua 
shifted the blame to the Gang of Four. They had shown open contempt 
for the people, making it clear that their interest was in themselves and 
power, not in leading the nation in a better direction. 

On October 6 r , 1976, less than a month after the death of Mao, 
Hua had the former leader’s wife, Jiang Qing, arrested. The other mem- 
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bers were also rounded up and imprisoned alongside her, their power 
officially destroyed. 

It was during this time that the name Gang of Four emerged. The 
four had played large roles in the direction of the name, but they had 
not been officially identified as coordinating leaders in the same way as 
the media would tie them together. 

The Gang of Four did have a power base in Shanghai, which could 
have posed a major problem for FFua and his people. By offering those 
supporters a chance to speak, FFua lured the majority of the people who 
supported the Gang of Four to Beijing, where they were quickly arrest¬ 
ed. 

Within a few years, Hua was able to almost completely turn the 
people against Mao’s staunchest supporters. All four were put on trial 
for treason in 1981. In addition to treason, they were charged with a 
host of crimes, including causing the death of 34,375 people. To earn 
greater support, the new government charged the four with aiding and 
endorsing the persecution of hundreds of thousands of innocent citi¬ 
zens. Wang and Yao confessed, expressing regret at what had happened. 
Wang FFongwen, who was once thought to be the one chosen to be 
Mao’s successor, was given a life sentence for confessing his crimes, but 
he was later moved to a hospital in 1986, dying six years later. Yao 
Wenyuan was given twenty years imprisonment for his role in the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution. He was finally released in 1996 and died nine years 
later. 

Zhang Chunqiao protested that he was innocent of the charges. 
Jiang Qing, Mao’s widow, was the only woman of the group, and she 
expressed that she had only done what Mao had instructed her to do. 
Both were given death sentences with a two-year reprieve, though the 
government never carried them out, instead turning their death sen¬ 
tences into life imprisonment. Zhang was released in 1998 because of 
a diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, and he died in 2005. Jiang lived un¬ 
der house arrest starting in 1984. Reports say that Mao’s widow was di- 
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agnosed with throat cancer around 1991. To avoid the pain associated 
with the disease, she hung herself that same year at the age of 77. 



A New Direction 


With the arrest of the Gang of Four, the Cultural Revolution was fin¬ 
ished. They had been trying to incite more action to further the Cul¬ 
tural Revolution, something that Hua was not interested in prolonging 
any further. His vision for China was more closely aligned with Zhou 
and Deng’s vision than Mao’s. 

No longer under the influence of Mao and his supporters, the Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic of China began to follow a more progressive path. Hua 
would establish better relations with Western countries, although he 
did keep many of the controls in place to ensure that the government 
retained its influence over the population. Despite this, he still moved 
the nation’s economy toward a more capitalistic model. The mix of a 
liberated economy and a controlling government is still in place today. 
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Chapter 14 - Lasting Effects 

The number of people who died as a result of the decade-long Cultural 
Revolution is not certain. With a weakened economy, a fractured CPC 
and government, and a people who were tired of the years of violence, 
Hua Guofeng needed to work to restore morale while rebuilding the 
country. Schools had largely been closed throughout the Cultural Rev¬ 
olution, and the nation had killed or persecuted intellectuals for so long 
that they were starting to rebuild educational institutions at a severe 
disadvantage. 
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The Recent Acknowledgement of Regret 
and Remorse 

In 2014, some members of the Red Guards issued apologies over what 
had transpired during the Cultural Revolution. They admitted to the 
persecution, torture, and killing of millions in the name of communism 
and supporting Mao. Instead of helping to build the utopia that they 
had envisioned, the Red Guards had helped instill fear and suspicion 
throughout the country. The openly hostile environment did not help 
build the world they envisioned; instead, it became a place where no 
one felt safe. 

Even their apology was divisive. Those who suffered under the Red 
Guards said that after fifty years, their apology was both too little 
and too insincere to be believed. Others felt that the members issuing 
the apology were doing so to besmirch the name of Mao, who is still 
revered in China today. However, it should be noted that those willing 
to issue an apology must do so in a limited capacity and be cautious 
about how they issue it. It is easier to find these kinds of apologies from 
outside of China since many major Chinese stations are not allowed to 
air them. 

Some of the apologies are quite emotional. One senior leader of the 
Red Guards, Song Binbin, had been responsible for the students in her 
school. When they turned violent, they ended up beating the vice prin¬ 
cipal to death. 

Victims and relatives of those who were killed are more outspoken 
against Mao. To them, the apologies are not only too late, but they are 
also the attempts of those to absolve themselves of what they did. Not 
all of these victims reject the apologies, and they see a hopeful sign that 
the wrongs from the Cultural Revolution will finally be acknowledged. 

As more people come forward to apologize, it appears that the 
tragedies and wrongs of the Cultural Revolution may finally be spoken 
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of in more detail. However, these apologies are still very much on a per¬ 
sonal level, not on a larger scale. During the 1980s, the Chinese gov¬ 
ernment said that the Cultural Revolution was a mistake but would 
not further classify or discuss any accountability for what occurred. The 
fact that apologies are being allowed on some level could indicate that 
something more will come later. Time will only tell if the apologies 
evolve into something more or if they will help heal some of the 
wounds from the events during the decade remembered as the Cultural 
Revolution. 



Conclusion 


The Cultural Revolution lasted for a full decade, sending the nation 
spiraling into a series of violent clashes, as well as economic turmoil. 
Mao has now been seen as the primary driver of the disaster that re¬ 
sulted in the deaths of many people and saw agricultural ruin. After all, 
the Cultural Revolution was Mao’s way of restoring his image as a true 
leader and removing the two men who had helped to undo the damage 
done under Mao’s policy of the Great Leap Forward. 

Just as problematic for Mao was the way Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xi¬ 
aoping had started to incorporate more progressive ideas that Mao con¬ 
sidered to be dangerous for a communist country. The best way for him 
to restore his communist vision for the country and to claim the power 
he felt he should have was to build a cult of personality around himself. 
Once he had regained the adoration of the people, he was able to act 
against the two leaders. And from there, he sought to remove all possi¬ 
ble detractors, leading to ten years of bloody conflicts. 

The Cultural Revolution was more than just a way for him to en¬ 
sure that his vision would be perpetuated even after death. It was also 
a way for him to live forever, as it was a way for him to create the com¬ 
munist utopia he dreamed of. Violence was not only encouraged dur¬ 
ing this revolution but was fully endorsed by Mao and his main follow¬ 
ers almost from the beginning. They felt it was necessary in order to 
achieve the vision Mao desired, and those who died—even the inno¬ 
cent—were simply collateral damage. 

The damage wrought to the Chinese people, culture, and economy 
took decades to rectify. While Mao Zedong was a capable figurehead, 
he had repeatedly proven that he was not the best man to actually lead 
the country. His desire to retain his power led to two of the darkest pe¬ 
riods in modern Chinese history at the cost of millions of lives. 
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